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THEOLOGICAL. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF A GENERAL VIEW 
OF THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


Over readers will recollect, that, under 
the head of Religious Intelligence, in 
our number for September, 1821, we 
expressed our intention of giving, at 
the close of the year, a general view 
of the state of the church throughout 
the union. We regret that we were 
prevented from doing so, by not having 
received all the journals of the several 
state conventions, and by the imperfect 
statements which most of those journals 
exhibit of the parochial reports. We 
beg leave, most respectfully, to request 
the right reverend the bishops, and the 
several secretaries of the state conven- 
tions, to furnish us, as speedily as pos- 
sible, with all the information which 
they may consider as important, con- 
cerning the condition of their respective 
churches. 

It appears to us, that the existing 
organization of our church might, with 
a little pains, be made the instru- 
ment of furnishing a very exact account 
of her actual state and progress every 
year. Let each clergyman keep a 
record of all the important transactions 
within his cure, inserting in it the name 
of every family, and of every individ. 
ual in that family, and stating whether 
they are baptized, or confirmed, or are 
communicants. If this were generally 
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done, and, in the case of a vacant con- 
gregation, if the wardens for the time 
being should do the same, the parochial 
reports, made annually to the conven- 
tion, might be so accurate as to ascer- 
tain exactly the number and resources 
of the members of each diocese. At 
present, the parochial reports are so 
defective, that they render abortive 
any attempt at a general statistick ac- 
count. Some contain a record of bap- 
tisms only, or of baptisms and deaths, 
or, at most, of baptisms, deaths, and 
communicants, We are left wholly in 
the dark, whether the omissions be the 
result of carelessness or of design. If 
no deaths or marriages occur, it is bet- 
ter to say, explicitly, that there have 
been none, than by mere omission to 
leave the fact doubtful. Some clergy- 
men, instead of stating the whole aum- 
ber of their communicants, mention 
only the numbers added during the past 
year. To know the whole number, 
the reader is obliged to turn to the 
journals of preceding years. This 
cannot always be done, and, of course, 
the great object of parochial reports is 
at once frustrated. 

It seems to be a very prevailing 
sentiment, if we may judge from the 
prevailing practice, that the number 
of the communicants in any church is 
all that is important to be known. But 
why should this be the case? Why is 


it not equally important to ascertain 
the number of families, the number of 
persons in each family, the number of 
youths capable of receiving instruction, 


or, in other words, the catechumens of 


the parish ? 


lt is one of the great advantages of 


the organization of the church, that the 
bishop of the diocese being the centre 


of unity, to whom it is the duty of 


every parochial clergyman to report 


his proceedings, and the condition of 


the souls under his charge, the spiritual 
wants of the humblest and the 
obscure may be made known to him, 


most 


and, in some measure at least, be re- 
Neved by his pastoral care. We shall 
proceed, thereiore, to state what it was 
our intention to have done, in the hope 
that, as iar as our work circulates, the 
attention of our readers may be called 
to the subject; and that an increasing 
perception of its importance, through- 
out the union, may hereafter increase 
our ability to accomplish our design. 

It was our intention to have given 
three tables, at the close of the year, 
as asuminary ot the state of the church 
in 1821. I, Parochial reports. 11. Dio- 
cesan reports. I[l, Conventional 
ports, as follows : 


re- 


I. Table of Parochial Reports. 
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II. Table of Diocesan Reports. 
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en 


Number of candidates for holy orders 
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Number of priests ordained, 


Number of lay readers, 
Number of institutions. 
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An inspection of these tables will, 
we think, do more than any observa- 
tions we can offer, to convince our 
readers of the importance of forming 
them. Our church has been hitherto 
in a depressed state. We have labour- 
ed under the disadvantages arising from 
the prejudices of those, who are not 
members of our communion, and from 
that relaxation of energy among our- 
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selves, which was the consequence of 
knowing that, like the first founders of 
our religion, we have every where been 
spoken against. ‘The prejudices which 
we have had to contend with, are those 
which have been fostered from the first 
settlement of this country by the des- 
cendants of those who separated from 
their mother, the church of England ; 
and also those which were excited in 
the minds of the politicians of our coun- 
try, trom the connexion of our church, 
before the revolution, with the civil 
government of England. ‘The lapse 
of time is cradually destroying the 
arbitrary associations on which these 
prejudices have been founded. ‘The 
prejudices themselves, thereiore, are 
beginning to give way; and the in- 
creasing divisions of religious sects, 
springing inevitably from the principles 
ot dissent, are beginning to open the 
eyes of reflecting and conscientious 
men to the danger with which these 
divisions threaten our common Chris- 
fianity, and tothe great value of re- 
ligious unity. In the mean time our 
church has followed the undeviating 
tenour of her way, through evil report 
and good report; her clergy have be- 
come more numerous and more tho- 
roughly united ; her laity have recover- 
ed from the des spondency occasioned 
by the causes which have been men- 
tioned; and she is now able to count 
within “her bosom some of the greatest 
names which have adorned, and which 
will hereafter adorn, the annals of our 
country. It is never to be forgotten, 
that the great and good Washington 
was, to the last moment of life, a firm 
adherent to our communion. 

As to the wealth and intelligence of 
our laity, we can, in all the Atlantick 
states, south of New England, claim a 
larger share, in proportion to our num- 
bers, than any 
professing Christians. 

These circumstances considered, it 
seems as if we were now especially 
called upon to exert ourselves for the 
preservation and increase of the talent 


other denomination of 
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which God hath intrusted to our care. 
We possess all the advantages which 
other Christians enjoy, and we have 
the advantage over them of possessing 
institutions of apostolical formation, 
and of greater stability. It is not for 
the purpose of boasting of these ad- 
vantages that they are mentioned, but 
to show that our shame will be the 
greater, if we do not preserve and de. 
fend them. For this purpose, union is 
necessary ; and to promote this union 
the several parts of the body must be 
brought to act in concert. Every indi- 
vidual parishioner should feel that be 
is related to his clergyman and to his 
bishop. Every congregation should 
feel, that it is a part of the diocese, so 
intimately connected with the rest, that 
the sufferings and the joys of every 
member may pervade the whole body. 
Every diocese is to consider itself as a 
portion only of the whole of our national 
church, acting always in unison, to pro- 
mote the good of the whole. Our 
church, throughout the United States, 
is to look upon itself as a member of 
that catholick or universal church, of 
which Christ is the head and king. “All 
Christians ate our brethren, entitled to 
our sympathies and our benevolence, 
as far as our power extends, and to our 
esteem, in proportion to the purity with 
which they receive the faith once de- 
livered to the saints, and the firmness 
with which they adhere to the order 
of apostolical practice. F, 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Ir being the object of your useful mis- 
cellany, not only to defend and in- 
culcate the pure doctrines, but also 
to recommend and enforce the great 
duties of Christianity, [ have thought it 
might be useful to call the attention of 
your readers to a subject, which has of- 
ten occupied my thoughts, and as often 
awakened in my mind the most painful 
emotions, I allude to the frequent, and, 
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I fear, inexcusable neglect of the institu- 
tion of publick worship, by many who 
profess and call themselves Christians. 
It is to be hoped there are few compara- 
tively, in this highly favoured part of our 
country, who entirely forsake the assem- 
bling of themselves together for the pur- 
poses of publick devotion. This is a 
duty so reasonable in itself, and so bene- 
ficial in its consequences, considered 
even ina temporal point of view, that 
no man, who hasany justregard for bis 
own character, or for the welfare of the 
community, can consistently withhold 
from it his occasional countenance and 
support ; much less will he, who views 
the publick worship of God in its aspect 
ona future world, as the best and only 
preparation for the worship of that tem- 
ple not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens, altogether forsake the worsbip- 
ping assemblies of saints onearth. But 
whether we contemplate this ordinance 
with reterence to its temporal or spiritu- 
al advantages, the same considerations 
which demand our occasional attendance 
in the house of prayer, urge us to the 
constant and uniform discharge of this 
duty. And, if we duly estimate our ob- 
ligations and privileges in this respect, 
we shall suffer nothing, but the most 
urgent necessity, in any instance to de- 
tain us from the habitation of the Lord’s 
house, the place where his honour dwel- 
leth. As often as the doors of the sanc- 
tuary are opened to us, we shall enter 
into its gates with thanksgiving, and into 
its courts with praise. 

Why then is the house of God so often 
forsaken by many who profess a reve- 
rence for his name and institutions ? 
Why do our congregations so frequently 
vary in the numbers of their worshbip- 
pers ? Why are the ambassadors of 
Christ so often pained with the view of 
deserted walls and vacant seats ? Why 
do the ways of Zion so frequently mourn 
that so few come to her solemn feasts ? 
Why are so many of our sabbaths lost 
to the high and holy purposes for which 
tbe sabuath was instituted ? 

If we examine the causes of the ne- 
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glect of which we complain, we shall 
find them to be of a nature too trivial and 
groundless even to palliate, much less 
to justify it. They are, for the most 
part, such as are seldom, if ever, suffered 
to interfere with our worldly concerns, 
either of business or pleasure ; such as 
we should blush to urge as a plea for 
deserting the interests or honour of an 
earthly friend or benefactor. ‘Thou- 
sands, every sabbath, are kept from the 
house of God, some the whole, some, per- 
haps, but half of the day, by considera- 
tions, which never on other days keep 
the husbandman from his farm, the me. 
chanick from his shep, the merchant 
from his counting house, nor the man of 
pleasure froin bis favourite indulgence, 
What guilt and presumption to neglect, 
on such slight pretences, a duty, enjoin- 
ed by the dread Sovereign of the uni- 
verse, and inseparably connected with 
our highest interests; a duty which, 
like godliness, of which it is an essential 
part, has the promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come ! 
How would such conduct be viewed in 
clergymen ? What would their congre- 
gations think and say of them, were they, 
on account of the weather, their distance 
from church, a slight indisposition, or 
from a regard to their own ease and 
indulgence, frequently to absent them- 
selves from publick worship, and leave 
the flocks committed to their charge to 
wander upon the mountains, like sheep 
without a shepherd ? Would they not 
justly regard such negligence in their 
ministers, as deserving the severest re- 
prehension ? But can any reason be 
given why it should not be viewed as 
equally reprehensible in themselves ? 
Are not the obligations of clergymen 
and laymen in this respect reciprocal ? 
If it be the duty of the former to preach ; 
is it not equally the duty of the latter 
to hear? 

It may be thought, perhaps, that the 
neglect, of which we are speaking, is of 
too trivial a nature to require or deserve 
serious animadversion. Buta little re- 
flection will convince us that it is far 
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otherwise ; that nothing is trivial or dn- 
important, which is connected with re- 
ligion, which tends, in the remotest 
degree, to further or retard our progress 
in the knowledge and practice of Chris- 
tianity, our preparation for a better 
world. That negligence in our tempo- 
ral concerns is seldom crowned with 
success is proved by daily experience ; 
and are we authorized to expect that the 
crown of life is to be won without ex- 
ertion? On the contrary, do not the 
scriptures every where inculcate the 
necessity of the most strenuous and un- 
remitting efforts in order to secure the 
promised possession? Besides the ex- 
press precepts of scripture on this sub- 
ject, are we not constantly referred to 
the examples of prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and to that of Christ himself, 
as patterns for our imitation? And do 
these examples afford any sanction to 
the indulgence ofan indolent and slothful 
spirit? Dothey give us the least en- 
couragement to hope that the lukewarm, 
negligent Christian will follow them to 
the bright abodes which they now in- 
habit ? 

Every instance of unnecessary ne- 
glect of publick worship is chargeable 
with the guilt of disobedience to the di- 
vine authority. Publick worship is a 
divine institution. Not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together is an a- 
postolick injunction. Whenever there- 
fore we desert this institution without an 
adequate cause, we disobey an express 
command, and consequently incur the 
divine displeasure. ‘The circumstance 
of the neglect being only occasional, 
alters not the nature of the offence. 
Were it to occur but once in the course 
ofour lives, it would still be an omis- 
sion of duty, and, as such, ought to pe- 
netrate our hearts with contrition, and 
carry us to the throne of grace for 
pardon. 

This neglect is inconsistent with that 
reverence which is due to the sanctua- 
ry of God, and tothe name which is 
there recorded. Does the high and lofty 
One, who ivhabiteth eternity, conde- 
scend to dwell in temples made witb 
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hands? Has He, who is the brightness of 
the Father’s glory, and the express image 
of his person, promised, that, where 
two or three are gathered together in 
his name, there he will be in the midst 
of them? And can we esteem it a light 
thing to desert the place thus honoured 
by the special presence of the Deity ? 
When invited to meet our King and 
Saviour in his earthly courts, shall we 
listen to the invitation with indifference, 
or in any instance, in which attendance 
is practicable, refuse to comply with it? 
To do this is to treat the Almighty with 
less ceremony or respect than we are 
accustomed to show to our superiours 
on earth ; it is in truth to pour contempt 
on his character and institutions. And 
shall we think this no offence merely 
because we are not habitually guilty of 
it ? 

Further, this remissness on the part of 
professingChristians, is unfriendly to the 
progress of the gospel. On the support 
of publick wership the very existence 
of religion in the world depends. The 
church is the pillar and ground of the 
truth. In the same degree in which the 
foundation is weakened or impaired, 
the stability of the superstructure is af- 
fected. Let the publick altars of reli- 
gion be deserted, and religion itself must 
expire. Now it is obvious that those, 
who entirely withhold from the institu- 
tiv. of publick worship their countenance 
and support, contribute, as far as their 
example and influence extend, to the 
destruction of the visible church, and 
consequently to the extinction of Chris- 
tianity. And has not every instance of 
neglect the same tendency? As often 
as an individual absents himself from the 
publick assemblies of Christians, does 
be not virtually desert the banner of 
Christ, and swell the ranks of the ene- 
mies of his cross? Has not the Saviour 
said, he that is not with me, is against 
me? ‘The effect of his absence may 
not be perceived at the time, but it 
does not therefore follow that it will not 
be felt; and were his example to be 
generally followed, the consequences 
would be as visible as they are real ; 
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the cause of truth: and righteousness 
would languish, and darkness would 
gain cover the earth. The warfare in 
which the church isengaged, is a per- 
petual wartare ; the enemies with which 
she has to contend are vigilant and ac- 
tive ; izle soldier can be 
spared trom her ranks, even fora day, 
without prolonging her conflict, and de- 
laying Low fearful then 
the responsibility incurred by those who 
so often turna deal earto the call ofduty, 
and without any adequate | 
hold their vite trom a cause which 
they are pledged to support ;—a cause 
in which angels de light to be employed ; 
for which the Saviour left the bosom of 
his Father, and expired upon the cross ; 
and for the advancement of which he 
still intercedes at the right hand of God 
There is yet another point of view in 
which the neglect under consideration 
assumes an alarming aspect. I mean 
in its influence on the moral and reli- 
gious character and attainments of those 
who indulge it. The great design ot 
publick worship, in common with the 
other means of religion, is to enlighten 
our minds tn the knowledge of divine 
truth, and to form in us those holy prin- 
ciples, dispositions, and habits, which 
constitute a meetness for the kingdom 
heaven. ‘The means and the end 
are inseparably connected. ‘The latter 
cannot be obtained without a right use 
of the former. It is true in spiritual 
no less than in te 113] oral, that 
itis the hand of the diligent only that 
maketh rich. Hence we observe, that 
the brightest examples of piety and vir- 
tue have uniformly und among 
those, who have evinced te most ar- 
dent attachment to the pub blick tnstitu- 
tions and ordinances of the gospel. 
“ Those that be planted in the house of 
the Lord,” says the Psalmist, *‘sha!I flor - 
rish in the courts of our Go.” Is there 
not then reason to ap prehend that those 
persons, who are remiss in their obser- 
vance of the outward means of grace, 
who, without any .apparent concern, 
cuffer one opportunity of religious 1n- 
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struction and devotion after another to 
pass away unimproved, are ina great 
measure unmindt{ul of their obligations, 
insensible to their highest interests, and 
in danger of coming short of that rest 
which remaineth for the people of God |! 
Viewing their conduct in the most fa- 
vourable light, is it sufficiently plain that 
they are, 
the scriptural injunctions, seeking first 
the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
highting the fight of faith, 
striving to enter in at the straight gate, 
civing all diligence te make their cal- 
ling and election sure ? Are there not 
y erounds to fear that they will be teund 
at last among those to whom the Saviour 
refers, when he says, ** Many will say 
unto me in that day, Lord, L. rd, have 
we not prophesied in thy name ? and in 
thy name cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderiul works - 
And then will [I profess unto them, | 
never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.””. Reader, art thou 


ness, food 


verily guilty in this thing In perus- 
ing y the above rein. irks, has couscit nee 
whispered Thou art the man? Have 


many of thy sabbaths been misemploy- 
ed ; many seasons of worship neglected ! 
What then is thy state before God ! 
What account wilt thou be 
of the talents which he has committed 
to thy trust? Is not the great 
which he has given thee to do, yet unac- 
complished Were thy soul to be re- 
quired of thee this night, would not thy 
last moments be embittered by a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation? ‘Think of these things 
before it is too late. Thy remaining sab- 
baths and seasons of improvement will 
soon be numbered. ‘Trifle no longe: 
with the things that belong to thy peace. 
Learn so to number thy days as to apply 
thy heart unto wisdom. And when thy 
last hour shall arrive, may it find thee a 
successful suppliant at the throne of the 
heavenly ovabe, and bring to thy ears 
the welcome sentence, ‘* Well done, 
thou and faithful servant, 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” A. 
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To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


MR, WEBSTER’S DISCOURSE. 
Iv my last communication, I have 
given, I think, suflicient evidence, that 
the object of the puritans, in the reign 
of queen Elizabeth, was not to obtain 


a toleration for the quiet enjoyment of 


their own tenets and modes of worship ; 
but it was to subvert the existing es- 
tablishment, and to erect their own 
sysiem upon its ruins. So far from 
wishing for a toleration, they e¥pressly 
disciaimed and retused one, when some- 
thing of the kind seems to have been 
intended for them. ‘There is a warm 
declaration of theirs, sull extant, upon 
this point, directed to ‘those who 
labour to root out the weeds of popery.”’ 
As for you, dear brethren, whom God 
hath call’d into the brunte of the battle, 
the Lord keep you constant, that ye 
yield neither to TOLHRATION, neither 
to any other subtil persuasions of dis- 
pensations, or lieences, which were to 
fortify their Romish practices: But, as 
you fight the Lord’s fight, be valiant. 
The matter is not so small as the world 
doth take it; it will appear, before all 
be ended, what an hard thing it's to cut 
off the rags ofthe hydra of Rome. Let us 
not make the heritage « 
many colours, hoiding of ‘divers religions 
—but rather let us take away, if we 
can, the names, memories, and all 
monuments of popery.” Part of a Re- 
cister, p. 18. Who were meant by this 
description, in the year 1570, needs vo 
explanation. The bishops and clergy 

of the church of England were then 
constantly represented as bearing the 
names, and supporting the monu- 
ments of popery. Agreeably to this 
exhortation, we see nothing in all their 
petitions, admonitions, supplications, 
&c. which looks like asking any indul- 
gence or toleration only for themselves ; 
but their single request or command, 
in what style soever they speak, is, 
to overthrow, entirely, the established 
government and worship, and introduce 
their own, with penalties, and even 


f God as a bird of f 
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sharp punishments, to be inflicted upon 
those who would not comply with it. 
To make the heritage of God, as a bird 
of many colours by hol ling” of divers 
religions, was, in their estimation, a 
sin; and, accordingly, in one of the 
pieces written by Johnson, a leader ot 
the Brownists, entitled ** Antichristian 
abominations yetreteyned in England,” 
the thirty-third abomination enumerat- 
ed is roLeRaTions. ‘This curious docu- 
ment may be seen in the Biographia 


Britannica, article Brown (lobert) note 
rr - . 
Che “* ory piscretine,”’ which the 


puritans laboured so hard to latroduce, 
has been so often adverted to, that 
your readers will pe rhaps be curious 
to know something of its contents. It 
was originally dean up in Latin by 
Mr. Travers, and printed at Geneva ; 
it was then diligently revised, correct- 
ed, and perfected, by Mr. Cartwright, 
who translated it, and by other learned 
ministers at the puritan synods; and 
was finally published by authority in 
1644, having been found in Mr. Cart- 
wright’s study aiter his: death. 

One of the first laws is as follows: 
‘Let none be called”’ [to any ecclesi- 
astical benefice] ‘* but they who have 
first subseribed the contession of doc- 
trine and discipline ; whereof let them 
be admonish’d to have copies with 
themselves.” ‘This would at once 
have deprived all the episcopal clergy 
throughout the nation. But this sub- 
scription from every minister did not 
content them; for farther care must be 
taken to prevent his changing his mind. 
‘Let him be demanded, whether he 
will be studious and careful to main- 
tain and preserve wholesome doctrine 
and ecclesiastical discipline. ‘Thus let 
the minister be examined, not only by 
one eldership, but also by some greater 
meeting and assembly.’ Nor was even 
this suflicient; for the same holy dis- 
cipline went on to say, ** In the ex- 
amination of ministers, the testimony 
ot the place from whence they come is 
to be demanded, whereby it may be 
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understood what life and conversation 
he hath been of, and whether he hath 
been addicted to any heresy, or to the 
reading of any heretical books, or to 
curious and strange questions, and idle 
speculations; or rather, whether he be 
accounted sound and emsenting in all 
things to the doctrine received in the 
church. Wheretnto if he agree, he is 
also to expound some part of the holy 
scriptures, twice or oftener, as it shall 
seem meet to the examiners, and that 
before the conference and that church 
which is interested. Let him also be 
demanded of the principal heads of 
divinity : and whether he will diligent- 
ly execute and discharge his ministry, 
and in the execution thereof propound 
unto himself, not his own desires and 
commodities, hut the glory of God and 
edification of the church. Lastly, whe- 
ther he will be studious and careful to 
maintain and preserve wholesome doc- 
trine, and ecclesiastical discipline.” 
So much for the restraints upon the 
clergy ; let us now see in what manner 
the laity were to be restrained and 
punished, ‘Left them only be admitted 
to the communion, that have made 
confession of their faith, and submitted 
themselves to the discipline : unless they 
shall bring letters testimonial of good 
credit from some other place, or shall 
approve themselves by some other suf- 
ficient testimony.’’ The reader must 
not suppose, that the letters testimonial, 
mentioned in the excepting clause, were 
intended to show the good standing of 
persons in other denominations. No 
such idea was then thought of, for it is 
expressly declared, that ** the discipline 
of Christ’s church, that is necessary for 
all times, is delivered by Christ, and 
set down in the holy scriptures ;” and 
that, according to this discipline, * of 
all particular churches, there is one 
and the same right, order, and form.” 
These letters testimonial, therefore, 
were to be from other parishes or 
churches, where the same discipline 
was established; and no testimony 
would be considered as sufficient, which 
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did not prove a submission to the disci- 
pline. No latitude for tender con- 
sciences—no admission for Lutheran 
protestants, or for those who were 
conscientious believers in the necessity 
of episcopal government and ordination. 

In every church there were to be 
pastors, teachers, elders, and deacons ; 
the pastors, to ‘* administer the word 
and sacraments ;”’ the teachers, to be 
‘‘occupied in wholesome doctrine ;” 
the elders, to ‘*‘ watch over the life and 
behaviodr of every man ;’’ the deacons, 
to “* have care over the poor.” The 
pastors, teachers, and elders, were to 
form a consistory, or senate of elders, 
by whose ‘‘ common counsel all things”’ 
were to be ‘directed, that belonged 
to the state of their church.” _In this 
consistory a plurality of voices was to 
govern ; ‘* the most voices are to be 
yielded unto.”” Besides these consisto- 
ries, there were to be conferences held 
every six weeks, which were, ‘* the 
meetings of the elders of a few church- 
es, as for example, of twelve ;” ‘* one 
minister and one elder,” from each 
particular church. ‘To the consistories 
it would belong to administer ecclesi- 
astical censures, such as admonition, 
suspension, and excommunication ; to 
the conferences, to examine the pro- 
ceedings of the consistories. 

** They that are to be excommuni- 
cated, being in publick charge in the 
church, are to be deposed also from 
their charges.” 

‘* When there is question concerning 
an heretick, complained of to the con- 
sistory, straight let two or three neigh- 
bour ministers be called, men godly 
and learned, and free from that suspi- 
cion, by whose opinion he may be sus- 
pended, till such time as the conference 
may take knowledge of his cause. 

‘* The obstinate, after admonition by 
the consistory, though the fault have 
not been so great, are to be suspended 
from the communion ; and if they con- 
tinue in their obstinacy—let the sen- 
tence of excommunication be pronounc- 
ed, &c. 
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“He that hath committed great 
offences, opprobrious to the church, and 
to be GRIEVOUSLY PUNISHED by the 
magistrate’s authority ; albeit hé protess 
his repentance in words, yet for the 
trial thereof, and to take away the 
offence, let him for a time be kept from 
the communion, which how often and 
how long it is to be done, let the con- 
sistory, according to their discretion, 
determine ; after which, if the party 
repent, he is brotherly to be received 
again, but not until he have openly 
professed his repentance before the 
church, by consent whereof he should 
have been excommunicated. 

* Particular churches are to commu- 
nicate one with another, by common 
meetings and resorts; in them, only 
ecclesiastical matters are to be handled, 
&c. : 

‘* They that are to meet in such 
assemblies are to be chosen by the 
consent of the churches of that assem- 
bly, &c. 

‘Let such only be chosen that ex- 
ercise publick function in the church 
of ministry or eldership, and which 
‘have subscribed to the doctrine and 
discipline, and have promised to behave 
themselves according to the word of 
God, &c.”” Other elders, and ministers, 
and deacons, and students in divinity, 
are allowed to be present. ‘* But they 
_only are to give voice, which are chosen 
by the churches, and have brought their 
instructions signed from them.” 

These assemblies were to be divided 
into conferences and synods; confe- 

rences consisting, as has been before 
stated, of delegates from particular 
churches, not exceeding twelve. Sy- 
nods, or councils, were to be particular 
and universal: I. Particular, com- 
/ prehending, 1. Provineial synods, con- 


) sisting of two ministers and two elders 


» trom every conference in the province, 
) there being twenty-four conterences in 
) each province. 2. National, copsisting 

_ of three ministers and three elders from 

every provincial synod. Il. The uni- 

) versal, general or weumenical synod 
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or council, was to be “ a meeting of the 
chosen men of every national synod.” 

Such was the system which the pu- 
rilans presented to the queen and par- 
liament, as the holy and synodical 
discipline, agreeable to the word of 
God, and which they laboured, by 
every possible method, to make the 
law of the land. How little it provided 
for religious liberty, the reader tust 
already have perceived ; but a quotation 
or two, from other official writings of 
that period, will place this subject in 
the strongest light: ‘* They may be of, 
and in the commonwealth,” says the 
Defence of the Admonition, p. 51, 
‘‘which neither may, nor can be, of, 
nor in the church; and, therefore, the 
church having nothing to do with such, 
the magistrate ovcur to see, that they 
join to hear sermons in the place where 
they are made, whether it be in those 
parishes where there is a church, and 
so preaching, or where else he shall 
think best, and causc .uwei to be exam- 
ined, how they profit, ana . tney profit 
not, to puntsh them, and as thetr contempt 


groweth, so to increase the punishment, 


until such times as they declare mani- 
fest tokens of un-repentantness, and 
then, as rotten members that do not only 
no good nor service in the body, but 
also corrupt and infect others, cut them 
off.” Observe the gradation: punish 
them—increase the punishment—cut 
them off: and all this by the magistrate ! 
‘The consistories and conferences were 
first to try and condemn men for heresy, 
and then deliver them over to the secu- 
lar arm, to be GRIEVOUSLY PUNISHED. 

‘The church,” says Cartwright, 
‘‘ wherein any magistrate, king, or 
emperor, is a member, is divided into 
some that are to govern, as pastors, 
doctors, and elders, and into such as 
are to obey, as magistrates of all sorts, 
and the people.” 

‘“* Every fault that tendeth either to 
the burt of a man’s neighbour, or to the 
hindrance of the glory of God, is to be 
examined and dealt in by the order of 
the holy church.”? Nay, the very sus- 
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picion of avarice, pride, superfluities 
in meat or clothing, falls under their 
lash. 


** All men,”’ says Goodman, one of 


the heads of the puritans, ** are bound 
to see the laws of God kept, and to 
suppress and resist idolatry by force. 
Nor is it sufficient for subjects not to 
obey the wicked commands ot princes, 
but they must resist them; and deliver 


the children of God out of the hands of 


their enemies, as we would deliver a 
sheep that is in danger to be devoured 
by awolf. Jf the magistrates shall 
refuse to put mass-mongers and false 
preachers to death, the people in seeing 
it performed shew that zeal of God 
which was commended in Phineas. Sub- 
jects do promise obedience, that the 
magistrate might help them; which, 


if he does not, they ure discharged of 


their obedience If magistrates, without 
fear, transgress God's laws themselves, 
and command others to do the like, 
they are no more to be taken fur magis- 
trates, but to be examain’d, accus’d. con- 
denm'd, and punished, as private trans- 
gressors. Evil princes ought, by the 
law of God, to be deposed, and infertour 
magistrates ought chiefly to do it.’ 

These last quotations will lead us to 
the real cause why the puritans were 
dealt with so rigorously by the govern- 
ment. It was not so much for their 
non-conformity, as it was for the ten- 
dency of their principles and writings 
to overthrow the authority of the queen, 
and the very form and character of the 
government. ‘This will be made evi- 
dent, by observing the operation of the 
holy discipline itself, and the express 
declarations of its advocates. 

If the discipline had been established 
by the queen and parliament, they 
would at once have stripped themselves 
of all authority. The queen as a 
woman could have no voice in the con- 
sistories, conferences, and synods ; and 
even if she could, it would not have 


been as head of the nation, but merely 
as a member of a particular church. 
The pastors, doctors, and elders, would 


Mr. Webster's 


Discourse. 


{ March, 


have been the government ; and as ** the 
most voices’? were ‘to be yielded 
unto,” it requires no great penetration 
to see, that she would have been con. 
stantly out-voted by her own subjects. 
She would have sunk to the character 
of a solitary individual of a solitary 
parish. She would have been subject 
to the consistory of her own parish, 
whose duty it would have been to watch 
over her life and behaviour, to receive 
apy complaint against her, to examine 
her for heretical opinions, to cite her to 
appear publickly before them, and to 
admonish, suspend, or excommunicate 
her, as might be determined by the 
plurality of voices. 

What might thus be done to the 
queen, might be done also to every 
member of the parliament, and to every 
ollicer of civil government; for through- 
out the book ot discipline, nota sy liable 
is to be found of any prerogative to the 
civil magistrate, unless it be the privi- 
lege of being the church’s executioner— 
the privilege of GRIEVOUSLY PUNISHING 
those whom the consistory or the cov- 
ference might deliver over to the secula: 
arm. 

As an evidence that such was the 
view taken of the holy discipline ); 
the government, I shall lay before you: 
readers an extract from two briefs, in 


which the doctrines wand practices of 


the puritans are stated, from their own 


writings, as tending to the overthrow of 


her majesty’s government and preroga- 
tive, as well in cuuses civil as ecclesias- 
tical, and dangerous to the state and 
policy of the realm. They are too long 
to be inserted entire, but may be found, 
the first in Strype’s life of Whitgiit. 
Appendix, p. 138. The second, in his 
Annals, vol. iv, p. 140. 

* They do impugn her majesty’s 
royal prerogative and government— 
by attributing to her highness and her 
magistrates no more than the papists 
do, potestatem facti non juris in causis 
ecclesiasticis, viz. That which they de- 
termine to be law and right, the prince 
and her officers shall sce it put im execir- 
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tion politically.” ‘The authorities in 
the margin are Suecanus, p. 442. J. B. 
jib. 2. de polit. civil. et ecclesiastic. 
p- 83, 97, 98, 129.—** By making her 
highness subject to the censures and ex- 
communications of their elderships and 
other assemblies.”” [Wal. Travers Ec. 
cles. Disc. cum epist. T. C. p. 142.] 
“For else she cannot be a child of 
the church.”” [Counterpoison, 174. ] 
«2, They likewise, by their plot, 
shake the safety of her majesty, and of 
the realm, [Theol. Penner, 186.] by 
making certain magistrates, in every 
commonwealth, (as God's institution,) 
who shall have authority to depose their 
sovereign, either by war, or otherwise, 
if he seem to them to break the cove- 
naut, as the Ephori in Lacedemon had. 
** By teaching that the government of 
the commnoumeaith must be framed to 
the government of the church, as the 
hanging to the house. [T. C. Reply. 
p: 6.46 ]* And they make the church 
government partly popular of all the 


people, and pdrtly oligarchical, of a 


few » mimsters and elders. [Omnes illius 
secta. ] 


* The full force of the expression of fram- 
ing the government of the commonwealth to 
that of the church, as the hangings to the 
house, will be best seen by reading the pas- 
sage in Cartwright’s Defence, to which the 
writer here alludes. ‘** I'he world,” says 
Cartwright, “* is now deceived, that think- 
eth that the church must be framed accord- 
ing to the commonwealth; and the church 
government according to the civil govern- 
ment; which is as much to say, as if a man 
should fashion his house according to his 
hangings, whereas indeed it ts clean contra- 
ry: That as the hangings are made fit for 
the house, so the commonwealth must be made 
to agree with the church, and the government 
thereof with her government ; for as the house 
is before the hangings, therefore the hangings, 
which come after, must be framed to the 
house which was before ; so the church being 
before there was any commonwealth, and the 
commonwealth, coming after, must ’be fash- 
ioned, and made suitable unto the church ; 
otherwise God is made to give plaee to men, 
heaven to earth,” &c. All this clearly point- 
ed to the subversion of the civil government. 
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* 3. Again, they impair the revenues 
of the crown, 

‘** By teaching that things once con- 
secrated to God, for the service of the 
church, belong to him forever ; [Compt. 
of the commonalty, c. 6.] calling the 
having of impropriations and abbey 
lands sacrilege {2 Admonit. p. 13, 
Learned Discourse, p. 54.] 

‘* By urging an immunity of the 
revenues of persons ecclesiastical, from 
publick impositions, &c. 

“4. Lastly. They abrogate or change 
the greatest part of the laws of the land ; 
and namely, for example sake ; 

** By urging, legem talionis, an eye 
foran eye, &c. [Theol. Fenner, p.178.] 

* By urging of necessity the judicial 
law of Moses, for penalties of death 
upon blasphemers, &c. [Ibid. p. 174, 
175, 176, 177.] For they hold that no 
prince or law may spare the life of any 
such persons. [‘T. C. Reply. p. 36.] 

‘“ By teaching that ministers should 
be judges juris, what is law in all mat- 
ters, and civil ~~ o judges only 
of the fact. [J. B. lib. 2. de Polit 
Searenithelaten: p- 128, 129, 130.] 

** By affirming that all controversies 
of doctrine and manners (so far as ap. 
pertaineth to conscience) do belong to 
the determination of elderships, and 
other church assemblies, [Demonstr. 
of a P 80. ] 

‘5. They also deprave the justice 
of the realm, and lords of the council, 
as writing thus: ‘1 will not in this 
place charge our council with that 
which followeth, &c. namely, that they 
execute no judgment, no, not the judg- 
ment of the fatherless. But this I will 
say, that they cannot possibly deal 
truly in the matter of justice between 
man and man ; in so much as they bend 
all their forces to bereaf Jesus Christ 
of that right which he hath in the gov- 
ernment of bis church; by which un- 
godly and wicked course, as they have 
held on, ever since the beginning of 
her majesty’s reign, so, at this day, 
they have taken greater boldness, and _ 
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grown more rebellious against the Lord 
and his cause, than ever they were.’ 
[Epist. bef. the book termed, Reforma- 
tion no enemy to the state. p. 4, 5.] 

** All these mischiefs notwithstanding, 
&c. they say, it shall prevail; [Ref. 
no enemy, 6. 1.] Malgre the queen, 
council, and all that stand against it. 
[Epist. to the Demonst. circa finem.] 

“To bring to pass that it may so 


prevail they have penn’d a book of 


discipline, partly termed holy, partly 
synodical, &c wholly innovating and 


changing all laws, common and ecclesi-* 


astical, concerning church matters and 
persons, without once naming the Chris- 
tian magistrate. or his authority. 

‘* Seeing then it must (as they say) 

prevail, malgre all withstanders ; [sub- 
scription to the book of discipline, ] and 
they mention other means to advance 
it, besides suit to the queen's majesty, 
the council, and parliamegt; and in 
one book it is wish'd, [Epitome of 
Martin,] that the parliament would 
bring it in, though tt were by withstand- 
ing her majesty: what can those means 
be, but the prosecution (by force and 
rebellion) of that plot which men of 
the same humour have described, and 
followed in the like case. For they 
[Martin Senior,] brag of an 100,000 
hands to offer a supplication ; which, 
he saith, in policy would not be reject- 
ed ; especially, standine thus in danger 
of our enemies abroad : [Motion with 
submission, p 39:] That thousands sigh 
for it, and ten thousands have fought 
for it, and approved ; and worthy men 
of all shires have consented to it. That 
{T. C. Reply, p. 44.] some of these 
matters are such, as if every hair of 
our head were a life, we ought to 
afford them, in defence of them. 

‘‘ In their letters [Lord to Fenner} 
they begin to take care, how such as 
they displace, by their reformation, as 
bishops, deans, &c. may be provided 
for, so as the commonwealth be not pes- 
tered with beggars. ‘They [Lord] ani- 
mate one another thus: ‘ Buckle with 
the bishop. MassacRE THESE MALKIN 
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ministers ; [Wright ;] let us take our 
penny worths of them, and not dye in 
their debt.’ 

“One of them [Snape] ask’d this 
question: What will you say, it we 
overthrow the bishops, and that govern- 
ment, all in one day ? 

‘*They write [Epist. to the De. 
monstr.} that if it come in by such 
means as will make your hearts ake, you 
must blaine yourselves. And [Payne 
to Flud] that it is more than time to 
register the names of the fittest and hot- 
test brethren, round about their several 
dwellings, whereby to put Suecanus’s 
godly counsel in execation, viz. If the 
prince will not, then to erect it themselves. 
‘In which point,’ saith he, ‘ we have 
dolefully fail’d, which now or never 
standeth us in hand to prosecute with 
all celerity, without lingring and staying 
so long for parliaments.’”” 

The second brief was drawn up by 
the lord keeper, sir John Puckring. I 
shall cite only a few paragraphs from it 
to show their coincidence with the 
statements in the first, above given, 

He speaks of two sorts of puritans, 
the proper presbyterians, who still con- 
tinued jn the communion of the church, 
and the Barrowists, or Brownists, who 
had separated.* Of the first of these 
he says: 

**When the supremacy was justly 
restored to the crown, one chief super- 
eminency was, that the last appellation, 
in all ecclesiastical causes, was to be 
made to the king in the chancery. This 
they take away ; for they make the ap- 
pellation from an eldership consistory, 
to a colloquy or conference ; from thence 
to a provincial synod ; and, lastly, to a 
national ; and that to be final. 


* The Barrowists were the same as the 
Brownists ; being so called after Brown, 
their leader, had deserted them, and return- 
ed to the communion of the church. Then 
scheme, somewhat softened down, was after- 
wards called independency, and was the 
origin of the congregational system. Robin- 
son, the pastor of the Plymouth colonists at 
Leyden, was of this sect. 
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They deny the prince’s authority in 
_making laws ecclesiastical ; which they 
“do attribute to their sy nod. 

* Though in words they will not 
deny the oath of supremacy, yet in 
very truth they take it away ; for they 
say she is supreme governour over all 
persons, and all causes ecclesiastical, 
but not im causes ecclesiastical, for they 
attribute no more to her, but to establish 
their diseipline, and to defend them, 
from time to time, in the execution of | it, 
which is nuda potestas facti et non juris ; 
an authority attributed by the papists 
unto their princes. 

* That her majesty, being a child of 
| the church, is subject to the censures of 
_ excommunication by their eldership, as 
weil as any*uther people; and that no 
man ought to aid, comfort, salute, er 
_ obey, an excommunicate person; and 
that so long as one 2s excommunicated, 
he cannot exercise his magistracy. 

* That all persons, as well as meaner 
persons, must willingly be ruled and 
governed, and~imust ebey those whom 

God hath set over them, that is, the just 
| authority of ecclesiastical magistrates, 
and must lick the dust off the feet of the 
© church.* 
 * That the eldership and synods are 
to call and proclaim publick fasts ; that 
the offices of this church of England are 
invented by the magistrate, and so no 
members of Christ’s s body; that she 
doth injure the church to keep the true 
. officers out ; that she maimeth and de- 
formeth the body of Christ ; that every 


. 


* These again are the words of Cartwright, 
the great leader of the puritans; the force of 
which cannot be well perceived, but by giv- 
ing a more enlarged extract from his defence 
of the admonition : ‘‘ 1t must be remember’d 
_ that civil magistrates must govern the church 
according to the rules of God, prescribed in 
his word, and that, as they are nourises, 
} [nurses,) so they be servants unto the church ; 
and as they rule in the church, so they must 
remember fo subject themselves unto the church, 
fo submit their sceptres, to throw down their 
crowns before the church; yea,- as the pro- 
\ phet speaketh, fo lick the dust of the feet of 
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Christian magistrate is bound to receive 
this government by pastors, doctors, ei- 
ders, and deacons, into the church within 
his dominions, whatsoever inconvenience 
may be like to follow the recetving of tt ; 
that those who withstand it, hold it to 
be lawiul for her majesty and the state, 
to bid God to batile against them ; aud 
that they make our prince and gover- 
nour wage war against God. 

** Against her majesty’s safety in the 
kingdom. 

** That the government of the churcl: 
is aristocratical or popular ; and that 
the government of the commonwealti 
must be framed according to the govern- 
ment of the church ; even as the hangings 
to the church, [the house.] 

‘+ Against the state and policy of the 
realin. 

** That the judicial law of Moses, 
for punishing divers sins by death, is 
in force, and ought to be observed in 
every commonwealth, as commanded 
by God ; and therefore, that no prince 
nor law can, or ought to save the lives 
of wilful offenders, not offending by 
ignorance only; nor of blasphemers ot 
God’s name ; nor of conjurers, sooth- 
sayers, persons possess’d with an evil 
spirit; HERETICKS, perjured persons, 
wilful breakers of the sabbath day, neg- 
lecters of the sacraments, without just 
reasons; disobedient to parents, or 
that curse them. 

** That ministers of duty, not only 
may, but ought to determine and decrce 
of all, both civil and ecclesiastical 
causes ; though not of the very fact, as 
civil magistrates do, yet touching the 
right, and what the Jaw is; for that 
thereof they are appointed of God to 
be administrators, 

‘The second sort of puritans now 
called Barrowtsts. 

‘* They do hold all the former posi. 
tions ; and besides, they also hold these 
errours following. 

1. That it is not lawful to use the 
Lord’s prayer publickly, in the church, 
for a set form of prayer. 2. That all 
set and etinted prayers are meer bab- 













bling in the sight of the Lord; and not 
to be used in publick Christian assem- 
blies.. 3. That the publick prayers 
and worship of God in England, as it 
is by law, in the church of England 
established, is false, superstitious, po- 
pish, and not to be used in any Chris. 
tian congregation. 4. ‘That the church 
of England, as it is now establish’d, is 
no lawful government, nor Christian, 
but anti-Christian, and popish. 6. That 
the sacraments of baptism and the 
Lord’s supper, as they are administered 
in the church of England, be not true 
sacraments. 7. That infants ought not 
to be baptized according to the form of 
baptism, administered in the church of 
England; but are rather to be kept un- 
baptized. And that such as have been 
baptized according to that form, are 
not rightly baptized. 8. That the 
laws ecclesiastical, that are established 
by authority of the queen and realm, 
be not lawful. 9. That if the prince 
or magistrate do refuse or defer to re. 
orm such faults as are amiss in the 
church, the people may take the reform- 
ing of them into their own hands, before 
or without his authority. 10. That 
the presbytery and eldership may, for 
some causes, after admonition, (af there 
ensue no A gover excommunicate 
the queen. 
England (as it ‘standeth now by law 
established) professeth not a true Christ, 
nor true religion ; that it hath no minis- 
ters indeed, nor sacraments indeed ; 
and therefore, they will communicate 
with us neither in prayer nor sacra- 
ments ; nor come to our churches, 
which they call popish parish assem- 
blies.”” 

{i will be seen, from these state- 
ments, that the government looked 
upon the puritans in the same light in 
which the radicals are considered at 
the present day ; as persons who were 
disposed to subvert the whole consti- 
tution. It was evidently their design 
to set up a government like that of the 
Jewish theocracy, in which the civil 
should be under subjection ‘ the ec- 
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clesiastical authority; in a word, to 
arrogate to themselves the whole power 
of the nation. The references con- 
tained in the first statement are ex. 
pressed so brietly, that their seditious 
character is not as obvious as it would 
be, if the quotations were given at 
length; but in this way we might fil] 
a volume. A few examples must suf- 
fice. 

In the town of Bury, where the 
ministers and justices of the peace were 
puritans, and the whole town, as Stry pe 
says, ** remarkably affected to puritan. 
ism,” they painted in the church, under 
the queen’s arms, this seutence from 
Rev. ii. 20. ** Notwithstanding | have 
a few things against thee, that thou 
sufferest the woman Jezebel, which 
maketh herself a prophetess, to teach 
and to deceive my servants; to make 
them commit fornication, and to eat 
meat sacrificed unto idols.” ‘This, 
Strype informs us, was done after con- 
sultation and advice upon it, when they 
had suffered no severities, but their 
non-conformity had been treated with 
great indulgence. 

‘* Kings, princes, and governours,”’ 
says Gilby, 
the people, and upon occasion + the 
people may take it away again, as 
men may revoke their proxies, and 
letters of atturney. It ts lawful to kill 
wicked kings and tyrants; the subjects 
did kill the queen’s highness Athalia: 
Jehu killd the queen's majesty J eza- 


bel: Elias, being no magistrate, kill’d 7 


the queen s mujesties chaplains, Baal’s 


priests: These examples are left for our 
instruction. Where justice is not exe- 
cuted, the state is most corrupt lt 


neither the inferiour magistrates, nor 
the greatest part of the people will do 
their otlices; then the ministers must 
excommunicate such a king.”” This 
Gilby was one of the English exiles, 


with Knox, and Goodman, and Whit- | 


tingham, at Geneva. It is well known 
that Kuox openly maintained the same 
doctrine, that princes might be deposed 
and put t death by their subjects: 


‘have their authority of 
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and in his ** Blast against the monstrous 
regiment and empire of women,” he 
maintained, that it was altogether un- 
jJawful for women to reign, ‘* To 
promote a woman to bear rule, superi- 
ority, dominion, or empire, above any 
realm, nation, or city, is repugnant to 
nature, contumely to God, a thing most 
contrarious to his revealed will, and 
approved ordinance; and, finally, it is 
the subversion of all equity and justice.” 
Such was the first sentence and princi- 
al proposition of the work. Queen 
Elizabeth took so much offence at it, 
that she would not grant permission to 
Knox to pass through her dominions. 
“ My first blast,” says he, in a letter 
from Dieppe, in 1559, “ hath blown 
from me all my friends in England.” 
Goodman, Whittingham, and Gilby, 
avowed the same obnoxious Opinion ; 
and as it came from Geneva, and was 
thus supported by some of the principal 
puritans, there is every reason to be- 
lieve, that the queen considered it as a 
jart of their “system. The state of 
affairs in Scotland tended to confirm 
her in this belief. She saw there the 
prostration of the royal authority at the 
feet of the same system, which the 
puritans were labouring to introduce 
into England ; and it was natural for 
so sagacious and resolute a defender of 
her prerogative, to anticipate a similar 


_ result, and to take active measures to 


prevent it. 

The puritans cast all the odium of 
her severities upon the bishops, be- 
cause, by so doing, they served a 
double purpose ; they could attack the 
episcopal character wiih greater satety 
than the royal, and by rendering the 
bishops odious, the way would be pre- 
pared for the elevation of the presby. 
terian platform. But the bishops were 
so far trom being the prime movers in 
the severities against the puritans, that 
they actually incurred the displeasure 
of the queen for what she was pleased 
to consider their remissness. In the 
year 1573, she issued a proclamation, 


. e 
in which she declared, that she ** was 
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BY 


right sorry to understand, that the 
order of common prayer, set forth by 
the common consent of the realm, and 
by the authority of the parliament, in 
the first year of her reign, whefein was 
nothing contained but the scripture of 
God, and that which was consonant 
unto it, was, now of late, of some men 
despised and spoke against, both by 
open preachings and writings ; and of 
some bold and vain-curious men, new 
and other rites found out and frequent- 
ed, whereupon contentions, sects, and 
disquietness, did arise among her peo- 
ple, and for one godly and unitorm 
order, diversity of rites and ceremonics, 
disputations and contentions, schisms 
and divisions, were already risen, and 
more like to ensue ; the cause of which 
disorders her majesty did plainly under- 
stand to be THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE. 
BISHOPS and other magistrates, who 
should cause the good laws and acts of 
parliament made in this behalf to be 
better executed, and: not so dissembled 
and winked at, as hitherto it might ap- 
pear that they had been.” 

Very important and strong. testimony 
to the mildness of the bishops is given, 
in a letter from the lords of the council 
to the archbishop. ‘* After our hearty 
commendation to your lordship. By 
her majesty’s proclamation, dated Oc- 
tober 20, it appears bow careful the 
queen’s majesty is, that the order set 
forth in the book of common prayer, 
allowed by parliament in the first year 
of her majesty’s reign, should be se- 
verely and uniformly kept throug bout 
the realin: - and that the fault x why such di. 
versities have of late been taken “p in 
many Churches, and thereupon conten- 
(ions and unseemly disputations risen, 
in her highness’s opinion, is most én 
you, to whom the special care of ec- 
clesiastical matters doth appertain, and 
who have your visitations, episcopal, 
archidiaconal, and your synods, and 


such other meeting of the clergy, first 
and chiefly ordain’d for that purpose, 
to keep all churches in your diocese jn 
one uniferm and godly order. Nothing 














is required, but that godly and’seemly 
orders, allow’d by the queen’s majesty 
and whole realm, be kept, the which, 
except you did wink at and dissemdle, 
there néeded not these — proclamations 
and strait calling upon,” &c. 

They conclude their letter with 
these strong and pointed expressions : 
‘** Wherefore if now you would take, 
for your part, care and heed, and 
so the rest of your fellow bishops, the 
quiet of the realm might soon be pur- 
chased in our mind, touching any such 
matters, which should be great pleasure 
to her majesty, and comfort unto us. 
The neglecting whereof, how grievous 
it will be to her highness, and what 
danger may be to you, her highness 
hath express‘ in the said proclamation. 
Thus praying you to consider these 
things, and withal speedily to put order 
in them, and from time to time to cer- 
tify us what you have done herein, to the 
fulfilling of her majesty’s desire, we 
bid you most heartily farewell. From 
Greenwich, the 7th of Novem. 1573.” 
It gives great weight to this testimony 
to the mildness and indulgence of the 
bishops towards the puritans, that it 
was signed by the lord Burleigh, lord 
Leicester , and sir Francis Knollys, the 
two last of whom were remarkably at- 
tached to the puritans, and the earl of 
Leicester, in particular, was considered 
as their great patron. 

The bishops, from their office, were 
obliged to preside in the ecclesiastical 
courts, and thus to appear prominent 
im the rigorous proceedings against the 
puritans; but they were no more to 
he blame d for this, than the civil judges 
would have been, in the like case, for 
carrying into effect the law of the land. 
in every instance, in which it could be 
done, they interceded with the queen 
for the mitigation of punishment; and 
it would be easy to produce many in- 
stances, in which, under the greatest 
personal provocations, they sought to 
turn aside the severity of the law. 
Whatever, therefore, may have been 
the hardships of the puritans, let them 
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be attributed to the proper cause, and 
let the obloquy fall upon the real au. 
thors. > 

There is no disposition to justify the 
arbitrary notions, which then existed, 
of the royal prerogative, or to defend 
that servility which would tamely sur. 
render the liberties of the subject, 
The contest which arose between the 
government of England and the puri- 
tans, was directed by the good provi- 
dence of God, so as to subserve the 
cause of civil liberty, in the same man- 
ner as storms and hurricanes restore 
salubrity to a vitiated atmosphere. But 
in contemplating the blessings which 
have followed this mighty concussion, 
let us not aftribute undeserved credit 
to the subordinate agents by whom it 
has been accomplished. 

Though the puritans bad correct 
views upon the abstract questions ot 
civil polity,-and were right in deriving 
the authority of the governour from 
the consent of the governed, yet they 
had no idea of religious freedom. On 
that subject, even papal infallibility 
could not be more exclusive or more 
arbitrary. Their discipline they con- 
sidered as the law of Christ, and, there- 
fore, as binding upon tbe conscience. 
A departure from it was, therefore, an 
act of rebellion against God, and, as 
such, must be punished by the secular 
arm. ‘To use the quaint, but forcible 
language of one of the writers of New- 
England, ‘* To authorize an untruth by 
toleration of the state,’? was, in their 
estimation, “‘ to build a sconce against 
the walls of heaven, to batter God out 
of his chair.”” In tracing the causes, 
therefore, whieh have led to the free- 
doin of religious profession in this coun- 
try, very little credit is to be given to 
the puritans. If the United States bad 
been settled entirely by men of the 
same sentiments as the Plymouth colo- 
nists, is it likely that the present freedom 
of the different religious denominations 
would have existed? Is it likely that 
there would have heen such a total dis- 
memberment between the church an 
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the state ?—or that there would have 
been even a toleration for men of dif- 
ferenfsentiments ? 

No. The real cause of the present 
state of things has been the heteroge- 
neous character of our primitive popu- 
lation. ‘The establishments made here 
by the mother country, being often the 
preference of a few to the many, as in 
Ireland, created a prejudice against all 
establishments; and situated as this 
country was, affer the revolution, it 
was wise in our statesmen to give pro- 
tection to all, but support to none. 
What may be the resuit of an ex- 
periment, hitherto untried among the 
nations of the earth, time only can de- 
termine. Perhaps, the indulgence and 
expansion of religious feeling, to use 
the beautitul thought, and, as nearly as 

ible, the beautiful language of Mr. 
oster, like the elemental fires, wil 
miy agitate and purify the atmosphere ; 
ene when the fatal tendency of religious 
dissension has been sufliciently felt, and 
have grown wise by suffering, 

( ocistians will again be “ of one heart 

« of one soul,” and will continue 

teadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, 


aud fellowship, and in breaking of 


bread, and in prayers.” J. 
Boston, January 11, 1822. 


x» If your readers should be dis- 
sed to become further acquainted 
‘th this subject, or should be desirous 
examining the authorities, from which 
‘ve statements, contained in this and the 
last communication, have been takeh; 
‘ey will derive great satisfaction from 
comparison of Neal’s history of the 
suritan’, with the answer to that very 
unfair and uncandid work, by bishop 
Maddox and Dr. Grey. Reference has 
occasionally been made to Strype, Bur- 
net, the second volume of Collier’s 
ecclesiastical history, Heylin’s history 
of the presbyterians, 


martyrs, volume third, Stillingfleet’s un- 
reasonableness of separation, M‘Crie’s 
life of Knox, and Calderwood’s his- 
tory of the church of Scotland. As 
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Fox’s book of 
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Heylin and Neal may be considered as 
the antipodes of the controversy, be- 
tween the church af England and the 
dissenters, nothing has been adopted 
on the single authority of either. 


—— 


[Tuc following communication has 
almost tempted us to congratulate our- 
selves and our readers, on the publica- 
tion of the ill-natured pamphlet to which 
it refers ; since the perusal of it has 
given occasion to so elegant and spirit- 
ed a version of the 108th psalm. } 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate, 

Tue spirit of the Christian religion is 
assuredly a pure and a holy spirit. 
Yet, in controversy, on the most hallow- 
ed subjects, this principle is almost uni- 
versally forgotten. The gospel, which 
came to us in pprity and peace, can 
only | ¥€, successtully preached and de- 
fended, ina spirit as pure and holy ag 
its own, 

The rack and the faggot have done 
just nothing to retard its progress ; and as 
little has been effected in its favour, by 
the rage and the ribaldry of polemicks, 

I am a layman, and would most sub- 
missively inquire of any pope, or car- 
dinal, or controversial divine, could I 
be permitted to approach, under sale 
conduct, er in some happy interval of 
peace, from which of the evangelists is 
to be selected the most elegant example 
of satirical composition ! Which of the 
apostles has most effectually promoted 
the ends of Christianity, by expressions 
of acrimony and ridicule against its ad- 
versaries! Is there one drop of gall, 
in the whole matter, of which the new 
testament is made! And, if there be 
not, am I to attribute this remarkable 
defitiency to the affluence, and ease, 
and undisturbed repose of the apostles, 
contrasted with the ‘‘ necessities and 
distresses, the stripes and imprison- 
ments, the tumults, the labours, the 
watchings, and fastings” of our polemi- 
cal divines ! 

The most eloqueat and popular ora- 
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30 Version of Psalm cviii. 


tor, who should turn his back upon the 
assembly he addressed, would not more 
surely destroy his influence, than the 
advocate in sacred things, who should 
venture upon holy ground, with his 
shoes upon his feet ; and, excited by the 
sharpest animosity towards his neigh- 
bour, whom he is commanded to love, 
pour out the bitterness of a wicked £pi- 
rit, as it were, at the footstool of his God. 

There is no expression of peculiar 
severity, over the whole record of con- 
troversial divinity, however satisfactory 
to the unconsecrated feelings of the 
writer and his party for an hour, which 
has not grated on the ear, and produced 
a revulsion in the heart of every sincere 
and humbie Christian. Who can ima- 
gine such service will be acceptable to 
that God, with whom the spear and the 
sword are an unworthy sacrifice, com- 
pared with the broken and the contrite 
heart ? 

These thoughts were especially sug- 
gested, by the recollection of a pam- 
phlet, which I met with a year since, 
entitled a ‘‘ Letter from a congregation. 
alist to a friend, on the subject of 
joining the new episcopalian church,” 
&c. ; a production, remarkably deficient 
in one particular, essential to all com- 
fortable discussion, | mean a_ suitable 
spirit of courtesy and Christian can. 
dour. How far the peremptory and 
violent style of this performance may 
have passed currently. for power, I have 
little curiosity to know. It is not my 
intention to interfere with its destiny, 
nor to recall it, excepting in a single 
particular, te the minds of those who 
perused it, and by whom it is possibly 
forgotten. 

The pampbleteer directs his objec- 
tions against the cviii. psalm, as part of 
the church service, which must be read, 
ou every sabbath, falling on the twenty- 
second day of the month. It is perfect- 
ly germaine to this objection, to advert 
to the fact, which is explicitly stated, 
in the book of common prayer, that 
the minister may read it or omit it at 
his discretion, It is also a very sufli- 
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cient answer, that, even it this portion 
of the service had been read, during 
the past year, on every sabbath, falling 
on the twenty-second day of the month, 
it would have been read only twice in 
the whole twelve months ; once in July, 
and once in April! 

The expressions ‘* Moab shall be my 
washpot, and over Edom will I cast out 
my shoe,” seem to have met this wri- 
ter’s entire disapprobation. This is 
unfortunate, for the psalin is obviously 
one of the number, selected from the 
whole body, because of particular beau- 
ty and excellence. ‘There is often, in 
scripture, a sententious and compre- 
hensive brevity, which conveys little 
to the ear of him, who is rather disposed 
to exclaim, ‘‘ all is barren,”’ than to as- 
sociate any thing to the literal in- 
terpretation of the text before him. 

After reading the objections, I turn- 
ed to the psalm itself, and read it over, 


with very particular care, and with an | 


impression, that the writer of the pam- 
phlet, when gathering together his ob- 
jectionable matters, might have added 
the cviii. psalm to his parcel by mistake. 

In the midst of my admiration, that 
any man of taste, piety, or sentiment 
should object to the reading of this por- 
tion of scripture, on the twenty-second 
or any other day of the month, I found 
myself already engaged in a version. 


If the measure be inappropriate I think . 


it must be so only because it is unusual ; 
but, in this, I am very possibly mista- 
ken. I believe it has very little merit, 


but it is at your service, if you please, | 


for publication. 
PSALM CVIII. 


Paratum cor meum. 
My heart now is ready, ’tis ready to sing 


Thy praises, Jehovah, my God, and my king! 
The best of my members, my heart and my_ 


tongue, 


Shall praise thee, Jehovah, with harp and” 


with song ! 


In slumber no longer, my lute, shalt thou lie” 
Awake then, my harp, and right early will |’ 
lo the midst of the people, my thanks eha! 


Rolle 


2 
~ 
ag 
5 

4 


ascend, 





Se ee eee te eae 


im al EE eo 


— how 


> 





| TH 


a 


~~~ oan inet oe 


“< T 
plo 























1822. ] Sermon.—No. XII. 




















n And Ill sing forth thy praises, while nations 
g attend. 
. Thy mercy is greater than heaven is high ; 
“he Thy truth is a pillar, that reaches the sky. 
in O God, in the highest, appear on thy throne, 
V, And, o’er the broad earth, let thy glory be 
shown. 

- To save thy beloved, thy chosen to spare, 
. Be thy right hand extended, and hear thou 
pee my pray’r. 
1s And now, in his heart, shall thy servant re- 
ly joice, 
he | For God hath, in holiness, lifted his voice. 

s 
'U- | ‘The pastures of Sichem my hand shall divide, 
in | And mete out the valley of Succoth beside. 
re- | For me is Manasses, and Gilead for me, 
tle Aad Ephraim’s strength as my helmet shall 
ed be. 
a8- f°) Inthe waters of Moab my feet will I lave, 
> |) My lawgiver Juda, and Edom my slave ; 

_ O’er Edom [ll cast out my shoe, in disdain, 
rn- | And triumph, on haughty Philistia’s plain. 
oe | But who into Edom’s strong city shall bring, 

a6 | If thou wilt not guide us, my God, and my 
King ? 





- Hast thou not forsaken us? wilt thou not gO, 
> And lead forth our armies to vanquish the 
foe ? 


0,help then, my God, for man’s help is a 
reed, 

But thou art a shield and a buckler indeed ; 

) The battle is ours, if thine ear but inchne ; 

The praise and the glory, Jehovah, are thine. 


—_— 


SERMON.—No. XII. 


THE PROPRIETY AND UTILITY OF THE 
DAILY SERVICE OF GOD. 


>Psarm cxlv. 1,2. J will extol thee, 
5 my God and King ; and I will bless 
thy name for ever and ever. Every 
day will I bless thee, and I will praise 
thy name for ever gnd ever. 


>‘‘ Tue same divine person,” says the 


pious bishop Horne, in his commentary 
yon this passage, ‘ the same divine per- 
4son, who was, in a peculiar manner, 


yu lie the *‘ God’ and ‘ King’ of Israel, now 
will! Wstandeth in those relations to the gen- 


ile Christian church, and by her is ‘ ex- 
olfed’ in the words of this psalm, ori- 
inally composed and used for that 
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On Psalm cxlv. 1, 2. 9f 
purpose, among the Israelites. Christ 
is our ‘ God’ who hath saved us, accord- 
ing to his covenant and promise ; he is 
our ‘ King’ who hath set up the univer- 
sal and everlasting kingdom, foretold 
by Daniel, and the other prophets ; 
who hath ‘all power in heaven and 
earth ;’ and who ‘must reign till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet, 
and swallowed up death in victory.’ In 
the mean time it is the daily employ- 
ment of us, his redeemed subjects and 
servants, to chant forth the praises of 
his saving and glorious ‘name,’ with 
which the church on earth and in 
heaven will resound ‘for ever and 
ever.’ ” 

By examining the prayer-book, you 
will perceive, my brethren, that the 
morning and evening services are en- 
titled ‘“‘ the order for paiLy morning 
and evening prayer.” In the calendar 
also, lessons are prescribed for every 
day in Me year; and, according to this 
arrangement, the old testament, with 
the exception of a few passages, is 
read once; the whole of the new 
testament, excepting the Revelations, 
is read three times; and the book of 
Psalms twelve times, in the course of 
each year. Such having been the ori- 
ginal design of our service, I shall en- 
deavour, my brethren, to show you its 
propriety and utility. 

J. Under the Mosaick dispensation, 
there was an express provision for 
morning and evening service, in the 
temple, throughout the year. The 
priests were divided into twenty-four 
courses, who were to serve in rotation, 
each company by itself for a week.* 
Thus we read of Zachariah, the father 
of John the Baptist ; that he was of the 
course of Abia ;f that, ‘* while he exe- 
cuted the priest’s office before God, in 
the order of his course, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into the 
temple of the Lord ;” and that, “ as 
soon as the days of his ministration 
were accomplished, he departed to his 


* 1 Chron. xxiv. 
+ 1 Chron. xxiv. 10. The course of Abia, 
or Abijah, was the eighth in order. 
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own house.”* St. Luke further men- 
tions, that while Zachariah was in the 
holy place, burning incense, ‘“ the 
whole multitude of the people were 
praying without at the time of incense.” 

The incense, thus offered by the 
priest, and always ascending at the 
moment of prayer, was intended to 
signify, that. the prayers, even of the 
most righteous servants of God, are ren- 
dered acceptable to him, only through 
the merits and mediation of that great 
High Priest, who ever liveth to make 
intercession for us, our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ.{ If, then, by the 
express appointment of God, the priest 
was daily burning incense on the golden 
altar within the sanctuary, it was a 
necessary accompaniment of this act, 
that the whole multitude of the people 
should also be daily assembled-to pray 
in the outer court. 

When our Saviour was to be circum- 
cised, eight days after his birth, his 
parents carried him, for that purpose, 
to the temple ; and there we find the 
just and devout Simeon, and the aged 
daughter of Phanuel, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel.f Of the latter, 
St. Luke says, that she ‘* departed not 
from the temple, but served God, with 
fastings and prayers, night and day.” 
It is to be observed here, that a continual 
attendance upon the service of the tem- 
ple is said to be a service to God. 
Our prayers, therefore, are with pro- 
priety called a service; and if we 
can be so diligent in our service to 
ourselves and our fellow men, ought we 
not to be at least equally diligent in 
the service of our God? The age of 
the pious female, who gave this. con- 
stant neon is also vont ot our 
notice. Luke tells us, that she 
was eo years old; and yet, 
notwithstanding the greatness or the 
infirmities of her age, she served God 
in the temple, night and day. The 
infirmities of old age would surely have 

* Luke i. 5. 8, 9. 23. 


+ See Rev. v. 8. comp. with viii. 3, 4. 
} Luke ii.37, 
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afforded the most weighty reason which 
could be urged, for the omission of a 
daily attendance ; but, in her case, ex- 
cuses were not sought for ! 

It is to be observed further, that she 
served God in the temple, night and 
day. This expression means a con- 
stant attendance at the stated hours of 
prayer in the morning and evening 
worship. The daily sacrifices, offered 
in the temple, are called the perpetual, 
the never-ending, the continual sacri- 
fices. ‘They were always offered be- 
tween nine and twelve in the morning, 
and between three and six in the even- 
ing. If the Sacrifices thus offered 
were called perpetual, then the prayers 
offered, at stated hours, may also be 
called perpetual. In this sense, St, 
Paul exhorts Christians to pray without 
ceasing, and, in his speech before king 
Agrippa, he applies the same expression, 
with which St. Luke speaks of the aged 
Anna, to the whole Jewish nation. “| 
stand,” says he, ‘* and am judged for 
the hope of the promise made of God 
unto our fathers, unto which promise, 
our twelve tribes, instantly serving God, 
day and night, hope tocome.” The 
promise, to which the apostle refers, is 
that of a resurrection to eternal life; 
and in the hope of coming to that 
promise, the whole nation of Israel, 
says the apostle, instantly, or with the 
utmost ardour, serve God, day and 
night; that is, as | have before observ- 


ed, worship him daily, at the stated | 


hours of the temple service. 
Wherever a Jew happened to be, 
whether in bis own or in a foreign 
country, he always prayed at the ap- 
ointed hours ; and he turned his face 


toward the temple, to denote, that, if 


he were in Jerusalem, it would be his 


duty and his delight to tread its sacred | 
courts, and also to impress the more | 
strongly upon his own mind, that he | 
was uniting with the rest of his nation | 


in that holy service. Behold then, O 
Christian, the twelve tribes, instantly 
serving God, day and night; 


8&8 & 





a whole | 
nation bending low on their knees, ary | 
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at the same hours, in the morning and 
evening of each day, uttering their fer- 
vent prayers before God! Is it not a 
spectacle deserving of our imitation ? 
If we have the same hopes, and the 
same promises of a resurrection to 
eternal life, onght we not to use the 
same Means, * insiantiy serving God, 
night and day ?” 

What was thus the prectice of the 
whole natiun. we may he very sure 
was not omilted by that blessed Saviour 
whom it benooved to fulfil all righteous- 
ness. Jesus, when he was in Jerusa- 
Jem, was, us he says of himself, daily 
inthe te1anie.* There he prayed; there 
he taughiile people ; there he wrought 
his miracles. His Father’s house, as 


) he ewphaticaily said, was the house of 


praye’. 
In jike manner, after his ascension, 


his disciples continued to pursue the 


same practice. St. Luke tells us, at 
the end of his gospel, that the apostles 
‘“‘ were continually in the temple, prais- 
ing and blessing God.’*t And in the 
Acts we read, that ** Peter, and John 
went up togetiver into the temple, at 
the hour of prayer, being the ninth 
hour ;""{ that is, according to our com- 
putation of time, three o’clock in the 


afternoon, the hour of evening prayer. 


Thus the Christian church received 
the practice from the Jewish. It is 


_ well known that the primitive Chris- 


tians met every day for publick prayers, 
and the holy communion ; and so com- 
mon was it to receive the sacrament 
daily, that the petition ‘* Give us this 
day our daily bread,” was understood 
as involving the request, that they 
might every day partake of the Lord's 
supper. 

The same practice was continued in 
every part of the church till the refor- 
mation ; and since that event, most of 
the reformed churches retain it.6 The 
liturgy of Geneva, and also that of 
Neutchatel, have distinct morning and 

* Luke xxii. 53. So xxi. 37, 38. 


+ Luke xxiv. 53. } Acts ii. 46. 
6 Durell. p. 34. 
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evening services for every day in the 
week. Ina word, there are scarcely 
any Christians, in any part of the 
world, who do not provide for, and 
practise the daily publick worship of 
God; and it was owing only to the 
unhappy disputes which arose between 
the dissenters and the church of Eng- 
land, that, both in the parent country 
and her colonies, the daily services of 
the sanctuary have fallen so much into 
disuse. 
daily worship still prevails, in several 
churches in the cities and large towns, 
in the colleges, cathedrals, episcopal 
chapels, and at the courts of their 
princes. In this country, the most 
which has been done is to have divine 
service every Wednesday and Friday, 
and on the fasts and festivals. Yet t 
need not add, that these are generally 
neglected, and that the attendant clergy 
have often to experience the sorrow of 
seeing her and there only a solitary 
worshipper, and of bearing only faint 
articulations of responsive praise and 
prayer, instead of those loud and fer- 
vent strains with which the redeemed 
of the Lord, in the remembrance of 
his daily benefits, should daz/y bless his 
holy name. 

Is it possible, then, my brethren, that 
any one can doubt the propriety ot 
embracing every opportunity to wor- 
ship God in publick? Can a practice 
be considered as unimportant, or as a 
work of supererogation, which was ori- 
ginally commanded by God; tullowed 
by tbe devout and pious of every age ; 
observed by the Saviour of the world 
and his apostles; continued in the 
Christian church in all ages; and now 
disused only by a comparatively small 
portion of the religious world ? 

Il. But let us proceed to consider 
the utility of the daily service; for iv 
proportion to our consciousness of the 
utility of any practice, will be our per- 
ception of its propriety. Every duty 
ought to be performed, indeed, from a 
sense that it is a duty; but the service 
which we render is more satisfactory 


In England, the practice of 
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to our minds, when we know the rea- 
sons for which the duty was established. 

Prayers are to the soul what food is 
to the body. ‘They enable us, in the 
language of the apostle, to grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is 
impossible for any one to continue in 
the practice of sincere and heartfelt 
prayer, without becoming more holy. 
Sinful desires and passions are subdu- 
ed ; virtuous habits and inclinations are 
strengthened; our knowledge of the 
divine periections is enlarged ; ; a deep 
humility and sense of our dependence 
ipon God is excited; and that peace, 
which passeth all understanding, is 
produced in our souls, By-a daily 
attendance upon the worship of the 
sanctuary, this ‘‘ daily bread” of the 
soul would be provided for; and it 
would become as habitual to partake 
of this mental nurture and nourishment, 
as it is to partake of food for the daily 
sustenance and refreshment of our bo- 
dies. ‘ Pray often,” says the pious 
bishop Taylor,* *“ and you shall pray 
oftener ; and when you are accustomed 
io a frequent devotion, it will so in- 
sensibly unite to your nature and affec- 
{ions, that it will become trouble to 
omit your usual or appointed prayers : 
and what you obtain at first, by doing 
violence to your inclinations, at last 
will not be left without as great unwil- 
lingness, as that by which at first it 
entered. ‘This rule relies not only 
upon reason, derived from the nature 
of habits, which turn into a second na- 
ture, and make their actions easy, 
frequent, and delightful: but it relies 
upon a reason depending upon the na- 
jure and constitution of yrace, whose 
productions are of the same nature 
with the parent, and increases itself, 
naturally growing up from grains to 
huge trees, from minute to vast pro- 
portions, and from moments to eternity. 
But be sure not to omit your usual 
prayers without great reason, though 
without sin it may be done ; because, 

* Holy Living, c. 4. s. 7. 
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after yeu have omitted something, ina § h 
little while, you will be past the scru. F lo 
ple of that, and begin to be tempted to F o1 
leave out more. Keep yourself up to F ag 
your usual forms: you may enlarge F be 
when you will; but do not contract or f sh 
lessen them, without a very probable F fe 
reason.” The disuse of publick prayer, F se 
not less than of private, produces dis. F al 
inclination ; and disinclination will, in B of 
the end, produce aversion. Ww 
A constant attendance upon publick F th 
worship, not only preserves a constant f ta 
use of the liturgy, but increases con. — be 
tinually our know ledge of the scrip. Fas 
tures. I have already observed, that, FF th 
if the church were opened daily dur- — th 
ing the course of each year, the ‘Chris. » be 
tian worshipper would hear the old > ne 
testament read through once, and the ou 
new testament three times; and hef se 























would besides read the psalms twelve 
times. What a familiar acquaintance 
would this produce with the book ot 
life! ‘*Search the scriptures,” said 
our Saviour, ** tor they are they which 
testify of me.” 

This union, then, of daily prayer 
and daily hearing the word of God, 
would imprint upon our minds a con 
stant sense of religion and virtue; serve 
as a daily check to the manilold temp: 
tations of the world, to which the Ly who 
never pray will inevitably fall a sacri- 
fice ; and it serves as a week’s prepa | 
ration for the more solemn discharge off) Up 
our duties on the Lord’s day. tof 

But there is one consideration which jeff 
will, | am persuaded, have very greai fey 
influence upon the mind of every piousp 
Christian ; and that is, that, by a due} es 
attendanee upon the daily service, our the 
souls are kept in habitual readiness to 
receive their summons, when it shall 
please God to call them from the church] }the 
on earth to the church in glory. ‘The 
worship of God in heaven is publick. 
It is one universal chorus of consenting 
hearts and united voices. The daily} 
service of God on earth is, therefore,} 
a daily preparation for that service in} 
heaven, in which the hours of prayet,) 
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in a | hours which some are wont to think too 
ru. f long, will be lengthened, not into days, 
d to or months, or years, but into endless 
» to Pages of devetion. How can that soul 
irge | be prepared to join in the eéernal wor- 
tor [ ship of heaven, which is wearied by the 
ible E few, hours deveted to the immediate’ 
yer,p service of God on earth! It has 
dis. already been observed, in the words 
, inf of an eminent servant of God, that if 

‘we pray often, we shall pray oftener ; 
lick | that our souls will gradually acquire a 
tant | taste for devotion; and that we shall 
‘on. | become as unwilling toomit our prayers 


as we were at first unwilling to offer 
them. Every pious Christian knows 
the truth of this remark; and_ this 
| being the case, | ask whether it is 
‘not of great importance to habituate 
ourselves as early as possible to the 
Life, we all 


rips 
hat, 
Jur. 
in is 
old 


the 
he} service of our Maker ? 


“know, is so precarious, that we know 


elve 
nce not what a day may bring forth. Who 
k off then can think seriously of heaven, and 


saidf the employment of heavenly beings, 
without wishing to spare an hour or 
jtwo every day of his life, to be spent, 
religiously and devoutly <pent, in the 
daily service of the church. Alas! 
what proportion is there between the 
whole host of heaven, and the small 
numbers who think it their duty and 
who} their privilege ta embrace every op- 
.cri-} portunity of publick worship. 

“pap Ihave dwelt the longer, my brethren, 
‘upon the importance of the daily worship 
jof the sanctuary, that I may the more 
jeflectually persuade you to devote the 
i hours to divine service for which 





hich 


yer 
10d, 
COn- 
Prve 
mp 





€ Ol 


hich 
reai 
ious} 
due 
our; 
gS ti 
shall 
urch 
The 
ick. 


ou have epportunity. The fasts and 
festivals, exclusive of Sunday, for which 
there are appropriate services, are thir- 
ty-seven ; and if to these you add the 
Wednesdays and Fridays in Lent, and 
ithe Wednesdays and Fridays prepara- 
‘ory to the sacrament, which amount 
to about thirty, there will be an aggre- 
ting) agate of sixty- seven hours in a year! 
aily| (Christians, is this an unreasonable por- 

1 tion of time to devote tothe publick 
worship of our God ? Is it not too little, 
father than too much? And is it not 
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to be hoped, that the time will come 
when these walls shall daily resound 
with the praises of the assembled 
multitude, a multitude of those pious 
disciples of Christ, who, like the holy 
psalmist, feel a desire and longing to 
enter into the courts of the Lord? * If 
we consider,” says bishop Taylor, 
‘** how much of our lives is taken up by 
the needs of nature, how many years 
are wholly spent before we come to 
any use of reason, how many years 
more before that reason is useful to us 
to any great purposes, how imperfect 
our way of life is made by our evil 
education, false principles, ill company, 
bad examples, and want of experience, 
how many parts of our wisest and best 
years are spent in eating and sleeping, 
in necessary businesses, and unneces- 
sary vanities, in w orldly civilities, and 
less useful circumstances, in the learn- 
ing arts and sciences, languages, or 
trades ; that ]Mle portion of hours that 
is left for the practices of piety and 
religious walking with God, is so short 
and trifling, that were not the goodness. 
of God infinitely great, it might seem 
unreasonable or impossible for us to 
expect of him cternal joys in heaven, 
even after the well spending those few 
minutes which are left for God and 
God’s service, after we have served 
ourselves and our own occasions. 

** And yet it ought to be considered, 
that the fruit which comes from the 
many days of recreation and vanity, is 
very little, and although we scatter 
much, yet we gather up but litile 
profit: but from the few hours we 
spend in prayer and the exercises of 
a pious life, the return is great and 
profitable ; and what we sow in the 
minutes and spare portions of a few 
years, grows up to crowns and sceptres 
in a happy and glorious eternity.”’ 


——— 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


As it is often produted as an argument 
in justification of forms of prayer in pub- 
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lick worship, that our blessed Saviour, 
when upon earth, did uaitormly unite 
in the services of the Jewish synagogue, 
Where a precomposed liturgy was al- 
ways in use, I have thought that it might 
be satisfactory to your unlearned rea- 
ders to be possessed of some evidence 
of the fact. I have therefore copied, 
fiom the second volume of dean Pri- 
deaux, what ts called the ** Skemoneh 
Lshreh,”’ i.e. the eighteen prayers which 
the Jews say were composed and insti- 
tuted by Ezra and the great synagogue, 
and which are mentioned in the Mish- 
nah as old settled forms; and also one 
additional prayer against hereticks. If 
you think proper, you will insert these 
in your very useful publication, with 
the judicious observations and interen- 
ces of the dean which follow them. 


PRAYERS FROM THE JEWISH LITURGY, 
US&D IN THE TIME OF OUR SAVIOUR. 


Blessed be thou, O Lord our God, 
the God our fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of 
Jacob, the great God, powerful and tre- 
mendous, the high God, bountifully 
dispensing benefits, the Creator and Pos- 
sessor of the universe, who rememberest 
the good deeds of our fathers, and in 
thy love sendest a Redeemer to those 
who are descended frum them, for thy 
name's sake, O King, our helper, our 
Saviour, and ourshield. Blessed art 
thou, O Lord, who art the shield of Abra- 
ham. 

2. Thou, O Lord, art powerful for 
ever. Thow raisest the dead to life, and 
art mighty to save ; thou sendest down 
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kest alive, and makest salvation to 
spring up as‘the herb out of the field? 
Thou art faithful to make the dead to 
rise again to life. Blessed art thou, 
O Lord, who raisest the dead again to 
life. 

3. Thou art holy, and thy name is 
holy, and thy saints do praise thee 
every day. Selah. For a great king 
and a holy art thou, O God, Bles. 
sed art thou, O Lord God nest holy. 

4. Thou of thy mercy givest know 
ledge unto men, and teachest them un. 
derstanding ; give graciously unto w 
knowledge, wisdom, and understanding, 
Blessed art thou, O Lord, who gracious. 
ly givest know ledge unto men. 

Bring us back, O our Father, to 
the observance of thy law, and make w 
to adhere tothy precepts ; and do thou, 
O our King, draw us near to thy wor. 
ship, and convert us to thee by perfect 
repentance in thy presence. Blessed 
art thou, O Lord, who vouchsafest to 
receive us by repentance. 

Be thou merciful unto us, O our 
Father, for we have sinned ; pardon 
us, O our King, for we have transgressed 
against thee. For thou art aGod, good, 
and ready topardon, Blessed art thou, 
O Lord most gracious, who multiplies 
thy mercies in the forgiveuess of sins. 

7. Look, we beseech thee, upon 
afflictions. Be thou on our side in al 
our contentions, and plead thou om 
cause in all our litigations, and mak 
haste to redeem us with a perfect re 
dewmption for thy name’s sake. For tho 
art our God, our King, and a strong Re 
deemer. Blessed art thou, O Lord 
the Redeemer of Israel. 


~~ teat =. 4s 2 See. 2 
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8. Heal us, O Lord our God, anf 
we shall be healed. Save us and we 
shall be saved. For thou art our prai 
Bring unto us sound health, and a pet 
fect remedy for all our infirmities, am 
for all our griefs, and for all our wound 
For thou arta God who healest and a 
merciful. Blessed art thou, O Lord ov 
God, who curest the diseases of th 
people Israel. 

9. Bless us, O Lord our God, i 
every work of our hands, and bless unt 


the dew, stillest the winds, and makest 
the rain to come down upon the earth, 
aud sustainest with thy beneficence all 
that live therein ; and of thy abundant 
mercy makest the dead again to live. 
Thou helpest up those that fall ; thou 
eurest the sick ; thou loosest them that 
are bound, and makest good thy word 
of truth to those that sleep in the dust. 
Who is to be compared to thee, O thou 
Lord of might ? and who is like unto 
thee, O our King, who killest and ma- 
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us the seasons- of the. year, and give us 
the dew and the rain to be a blessing 
unto us u the face. of all our land, 
and satiate the world with thy blessings, 
and send down moisture upon every 

rt of the earth that is habitable. 

iessed, art thou, O Lord, who givest 
thy blessing to the years. 

10. Conyocate ts together by the 
sound of the great trumpet, to the en- 
joyment of our liberty, and lift up thy 
ensign to call together all] of the capti- 
vity, from the four quarters of the earth 
into our own land. Blessed art thou, O 
Lord, who gatherest together the exiles 
of the people of Israel. 

11, Restore unto us our judges as at 
the first, and our counsellors as at the be- 
ginning, and remove far from us afflic- 
tion and trouble, and do thou only reign 
over us in benignity, and in mercy, 
and in righteousness, and in justice. 
Blessed art thou, O Lord our King, who 
lovest righteousness and justice. 

12. Let there be no hope to them 
who apostatise from the trae religion ; 
and let hereticks, how many soever 
they be, all perish as in a moment. 
And let the kingdom of pride be spee- 
dily rooted out, and broken in our days. 
Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, who 
destroyest the wicked and bringest 
down thé proud, 

13. Upon the pious and the just, and 
upon the proselytes of justice,* and up- 
on the remnant of thy people Israel, let 
thy mercies be moved, O Lord our God, 
and ei a good reward unto. all who 
faith uly go their trust in thy name, 
and gran our portion with them, and 
for ever let us not be ashamed. For we 
tour trustin thee. Blessed art thou, 





0 Lord, who art the support and confi- 


dence of the just. 
14. Dwell thou in the midst of Je- 


* Those were called proselytes of justice, 
who were converted from hea x and 
ebliged themselves to observe ail the rites 
nd customs of the Jews.’ Bites: ove of the 
gale were more limited in their obligations ; 
hot being ¢ircumcised, nor bound to the ob- 
‘ervance of any thing but the seven Noacbical 
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rusalem thy city, as thou hast promised, 
build it witha building to last for eves, 
and do this speedily even in our days. 


Blessed art thou, O Lord, who buildest — 


Jerusalem. 


1g. Make the offspring of David thy 


‘servant speedily to grow up and flourish, 


and Jet our horn be exalted in thy gal- 
vation. For we hope for thy salvation 
every day. Blessed art thou, O Lord, 
who makest the horn of our salyation 
to flourish. (ty 
16. Hear our voice, O Lord our God, 
most merciful Father, pardon’ and have 
mercy upon us, and accept of our pray- 
ers, with merey and favour, and send 
us not away empty from thy presence, 


O our King, For thou hearest with . 


mercy the prayer of thy people Israel. 
Blessed art thou, O Lord, who bearest 
prayer. 

17. Be thou well pleased, O Lord 
our God, with dhy peuple Israel, and 
have regard unto their prayers ; restore 
thy worship to the inner part of thy 
house, and make haste with favour and 
love to accept of the burnt sacrifices of 
Israel, and their prayers ; and let the 
worship of Israel thy people. be conti- 
nually well pleasing unto thee. _ Bles- 
sed art thou, O Lord, who restorest 
thy divine presence unto Zion. 

18, We will give thanks unto thee 
with praise. For thou art the. Lord 
our God, the God of our. fathers for 
ever and ever. Thou art our rock 
and the rock of our life, the shield of 
of our salvation. To all generations 
will we give thanks unto thee, and de- 
clare thy praise, because of our life 
which is always in thy hands, and be- 
cause of our souls, which are ever de- 
pending upon thee, and because of thy 
signs, which are every day with us, and 
because of thy wonders and marvellous 
loving kindnesses, which ate, morning, 
and evening, and night, continually be- 
fore us: Thou art.good, for thy mer- 
cies are not consumed.; thou art merci- 


ful, for thy loving kindnesses fail not. 


* For ever we hope in thee, And for all 


these mercies be thy name, O King, 
blessed, and exalted, aud lifted up on 
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high for eyer and ever ; and let all that 


live give thanks unto thee. Selah. 
And Jet them in truth and sincerity 
praise thy name, O God of our salvation 
4 and our help. Selab. Blessed art 
‘| thou, O Lord, whose name is good gand 
whom it is fitting alway to give thanks 
unto. 
h 19. Give peace, beneficence, and 
benediction, grace, benignity, and mer- 
cy,snto us, and to Israel, thy people. 
Bless us, O our Father, evén afl of us 
together as one man, . with the light of 
thy countenance. For in the light of 
thy countenance hast thou given unto 
- us, O Lord, our God, the law of lite, 
and love, and benignity, and _righteous- 
ness, and blessing, and mercy, and 
life, and peace. And let it seem good 
in thine eyes to bless thy people Israel 
i" . with thy peace, at all times, and in 
“eo every moment. Blessed art thou, O 
a Lord, who blessest thy people Israel 
J with peace. Amen. 
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¥, The twelfth of the foregoing prayers 
was added to the original eighteen, by 
rabbi Gamaliel, a little before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, and had refer- 
4 ence, it is supposed, to the Christians. 

th Whoever wishes for further proof, that 
it forms were common in the Jewish 
church, may turn to the prayer, in the 
apocryphal book of Baruch, which was 
sent from Babylon to Jerusalem, during 
the captivity. 

“Since,” therefore, “ our Saviour 
spared not freely to tell the Jews of 
all the corruptions which they had, in 
his time, run inte, and en all occasions 
reproached them therewith, had it been 
contrary to the will of God to use set 
forms of prayer in his publick service, 
or had it been displeasing to him to be 
addressed to in such mean forms, when 
f much better might have been made, we 
be may be sure he would have told them 

4 of both, and joined with them in 
But 
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neither. » having never found 
fi fault with them ing set forms, but, 
4 on the contraryf taught his own disci- 
H ples a set form to pray by; nor at any 
i time. expressed a dislike of the forms 
4 then, in use, because of the meanness 
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Prayers from the Jewish Liturgy. 
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and emptiness of them, but always we 
joined with them in their synagogues. B of 
in the forms above recited, peer in, 
the twelfth,) this may satisfy our dis- the 
senters, if any thing can satisfy men he 
so perversely bent aftertheir own ways, ” 
that neither our using set forms of § lig 
prayer in our publick worship, nor the B wa 
using of such, which they think not Co 
suficiently edifying, can be no objec- 
tions sufficient to justify them in their 
refusal to join with us in them. For 
they have the example of Christ, in Tr 
beth these, directly against them. The 
truth is, whether there be a form or no 
form, or whether the form be elegantly fj The 
or meanly composed, nothing of. this BP gp; 
availeth to recommend our prayers to MF Par 
God. It is the true and sincere devo- & Ami 
tion of the heart only, that can make f§ Rav 
them acceptable unto him ; for it is this The 
only that gives life, and vigour, and Hai 
true acceptance, to all our religious 
addresses to him. Without this, how fH The 
elegantly and moving soever, the §} His 
prayer may be composed, and with Tho 
how much seeming fervour and zeal The 
soever, it may be poured out, all is a3 Are 
dead matter, and of no validity, in the § Witt 
presence of our God. But if we bring 
this with us to his worship, any form of fj 44 
prayer, provided it be of sound words, & yy, 
may be sufficient to make us and our f% of 4 
worship acceptable unto him, and ob- 
tain mercy, peace, and pardon, from fj And. 
him. For it is not the fineness of fe 
speech, or the elegancy of expression, = 
but the sincerity of the mind, and thei oyjiq 
true devotion of the heart, owy, thai — 
God regards, in all our prayers whichi Ad: 
we offer up untohim. It is true, a new oh 
gingle of words, and a fervent delivery" 
of them, by the minister, in prayer, i Bat, | 
may have some effect upon the auditors, — Of lig 
and often raise in such of them as are May . 
affected tis way, a devotion which, fre 
otherwise, they would. nothave. Buti 7, , 
this being wholly artificial, which all Quick 
drops again, as soon as the engine i3 
removed that raised it, it is none 0 
that true, habitual devotion, which cat 
alone render us acceptable unto God in 
any of our addresses unto him. Whet The 
ther any form of sound words can beiisa the 













well preserved in those extemporary 
effusions of prayer, which some delight 
it, or whether these do not often lead 
them into indecent, and sometimes blas- 
phemous expressions, to the great dis- 
honour of God, and the damage of re- 
ligion, it behooves those who are for this 
way seriously to consider.” Prideaux’s 
Connex. vol. ii, p. 538. 
a 
For the Gospel Advocate. 
EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 

Transiated from the original German o 

WOM x opatock. 4 

(Continued from p. 70.) 
Thus came th’ etherial on, through beams 
new cull’d 

Of freshest suns, to meet Christ's messenger. 
Far was he distant; yet alf€ady knew 
Amidst his charms Eloa, Gabriel. 
Ravish’d, his glance he scann’d along the 


es 
That angels, who alone, long ages 


past 
Had view'd, conjointly with 


s] 
himself, the 


spring, | 
The first birth of creation; by whose aid 
His arm had work’d such deeds, that all 
mankind, 
Tho’ into one united, he’er might equal. 
knew each other! Their celestial arms 
Already open’d, as they hasten’d on 
With looks of rapture: joy beam’d as they 
inet! 
And tremblings seiz’d them; like those bro- 
thers know 
Whom virtue bids dic in bold defence 
Of their slav’d country, should they meet 
hance, 
And clasp each other after.deeds of might, 
While he, who first created, pleas’d Jooks on: 
Thus they! And Jah spoke blessings, as they 
u 


sought, 
*Mid [riendsbip’s pure endearment, his bright 
throne ! 
And now they came to heaven’s holiest place, 
Where, o’er the sacred mount, reposes e’er 
Th? all-hallowed night, that says God’s seat 
is nigh: 
Bat, far within, beams forth empyréal blaze 
Of light, that heaven’s Creator’s eye, alane, 
May dare to look upon: to ought but His 
’Tis night impenetrable, darkness all! 
At times, the thunders of the Highest tear 
‘The sacred veil asunder : at the sound _ 
Quick wee seize the unembodied 
ands! -'° 
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They look and still revere! Before the view 

Of Gabriel, now shone confessed forth 

Messiah’s altar; and each cloud unroll’d 

As from a mountain’s brow. ‘The seraph saw 

And awe struck bore, towards the altar’s 
base 

Two golden censers, each with heaven’s 
perfume 

And holiest incense fill’d. Full neay him stood 

Eloa, and swell’d a harp’s melodiogs strains, 

Such as might fit the seraph’s soul for prayer. 

And "Gabriel felt the sounds, and knew his 
heart! 

As the vast ocean rolls his waves, and quakes 

When the Eternal’s voice rides o’er the storm ; 

So, in such guise, quak’d Gabriel, while God 

» heard, 

From his aw’d lips, the mission of his Christ ; 

And at the moment caught the sacrifice, 

Aud Wondrous kindled. Smoke all sacred 


ros% 
And stilly bore it to the roofs of heaven, 
Like all earth’s mountains borne together up. 
Till then, Jehovah had not deign’d to appear 
Except on earth; where, ever followed on 
The dread converse of things, that human fate 
Envelop'd, e’en to angels’ eyes obscure ; 
That awful seal’ the lives and deaths of 

men ; 
And told the time, wherein the blood of Christ 
Should be rever’d and gloried in by all. 
But now th’ immortal presence fill’d around 
Heaven; and each angel echo’d back his 


name, 
And look’d to hear his voice. The cedars, 
now 
That shaded all the skies, retain’d their 


leaves ; | 
The ocean still’d itself; and God’s own winds 


‘Now stood uamov’d above the mounts of 


heaven, 
Their breezy wings spread out, his voice 
awaiting ; 
Deep peals of thunder roll’d majestick o’er 
To attend the Highest: But he spake not yet! 
The thunders but announc’d the near ap- 
proach 
Of the All-boliest ; and, as they ceas’d, 
Sudden, from forth the darksome veil, shone 
bright 
God's aa 2 al that each inmost thought 
Of those, that sat awaiting on the thrones, 
Tohim-might be foreturned. Urim there, 
Urim, God’s trusted angel, pass’d along, 
And as he came to where Eloa stood, 
What see’st thou, he exclaim’d ? 


(To be continued.) 
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rch, in the city of New York, 
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October, 1821. The clergy of that diocese 
consist of the bishop and eighty clergymen, of 
whom sixty-five are presbyters, and ‘fifteen 
deagons. Of these, four presbyters are with- 
out cures, and four presbyters and two dea. 
cons are instructers of youth in colleges, 
academies, and private schools, . There are, 
therefore, but seventy parochial clergymen be- 
side the bishop, while there are one hundredand 
twenty-four congregations. In one of these, 
the church at Plattsburgh, the reverend Mr. 
Clapp, of Vermont, officiates one third of his 
time. The convention consisted of the bith- 
op, fifty-two clergymen, and eighty laymen, 
the representatives of forty-two congrega- 
tions in twenty counties. In the course of 
the year preceding the convention, the bish- 
op ordained six deacons and four presbyters, 
instituted one presbyter, consecrated three 
churches, laid the corver stone of a new 
church in the city of New York, and adminis- 
tered confirmation, in various parts of the 
diocese, to three hundred and sixty-four per- 
sons. ‘“* The rite of confirmation,” he ob- 
serves, “* has been so frequently administered 
in the various congregations, that it is not to 
be expected the numbers confirmed will be so 
great asheretofore. It is a circumstance, 
however, gratifying to every friend of our 
church, to know, that in the western district 
particularly, and at Turin, on the Black 
river, the persons confirmed, principally of 
adult age, were, with few exceptions, those 
who, not educated in our church, had em- 
braced it from a conviction of the soundness 
of its principles, and of its affording, eminent- 
ly, the means of spiritual edification, and 
those apostolick ministrations and ceremonies 
by which their communion is to be established 
and maintained with that Redeemer who, 
through his church, conveys the blessings of 
his salvation.”” ‘There are now thirteen can- 
didates for orders, and “ nearly as many, at 
New York and at the academy at Geneva, 
are engaged in the preparatory studies, and 
some of them are ready to apply for admis- 
sion as candidates for orders.”» Among the 
deacons, ordained by the bishop, one is a 
respectable coloured man, who- officiated in 
the African church, called St. Philip’s, in 
New York, where, the bishop observes, * he 
was collecting a large congregation, who ex- 
hibited much order and devotion in the exer- 
cise of worship.”” We speak of these exertions 
as past, and not present, because we have 
learned that the church was unhappily des- 
troyed by fire in Decemher last. 

To give our readers some idea of the la- 
bours of the very active and indefatigable 
bishop of New York, we extract the follow- 
ing passages from the register of his proceed - 
ings: ‘* In the month of February I visited 
the western part of the state ; induced to this 
journey, at this unfavourable season, princi- 
pally with a view to consecrate the churches 


[ March, 
at Rochester and Buffalo, and to make ar- 


rangements with respect to the branch theo-., 


logical school, which had been fixed at 
Geneva. On the eighteenth of the month I 
officiated at that place ; and on the twentieth 
c@gsecrated the new church at Rochester, 
by the name of St. Luke’s church, and con- 
firmed ten persons; and, the following day, 
admitted the reverend Francis H. Cuming, 
the officiating minister thereof, (who had re- 
cently removed from Binghamton,) to the 
holy order of priests. It gave me creat satis- 
faction to see a respectable and increasing 
congregation established in a flourishing vil- 
lage, the site of which, at the falls of the 
Genesee river, a few years since, was a wil: 
derness. On the twenty-third I officiated to 
the congregation at Avon, and the following 
day at Geneseo, both on the Genesee river; 
and on the twenty-fifth consecrated a neat 
and commodiouggedifice, on the banks of lake 
Erie, at Buffalo, by the name of St. Paul's 
church. This is also, comparatively, a new 
village, having been ‘Settled but little more 
than twenty years; and I experienced high 
gratification in witnessing the spirited exer- 
tions of the congregation in the erection of 
their edifice. Confirmation was administered 
to ahout twenty persons. 

** On the first of March I performed ser- 
vice at Batavia, ou-the second at Le Roy, 
and on the Sunday, the fourth, at Canan- 
daizua; on the fifth at Richmond, and on the 
eighth at Auburn; on the ninth at Onondaga 
court-house ; on the eleventh at Utica, and 
on the fourteenth at Albany.” 

** In the months of August and September 
I officiated as follows: Awcust ninth, at Cat- 
skill, the eleventh at Waterville, and the 
Sunday, the twelfth, at Delhi, the county 
town of Delaware, where a congregation was 
organized a few years since, which promises 
to be numerous and respectable; Tuesday, 
the fonrteenth, at Unadilla, and confirmed 
seven; Thursday, the sixteenth, at Catharine- 
town, and confirmed twelve. This congre- 
gation, though only supplied, for several years 
past, a few times every year with the ser- 
vices of « missionary, still keep up their nun- 
bers, and retain their attachment to the 
church, This isin no small degree to be 
attributed to their meeting regularly for wor- 
ship, having the service and sermons read by 
a lay reader. On Sunday, the nineteenth, | 
performed divine service at Angelica, the 
county town of Alleghany. This was only 
the second time that divine service, according 
to the forms of our church, had been perform- 
ed in that place by a clergyman; the reve- 
rend Mr. Phelps, who for some time was the 
only missionary in the western district, hav- 
ing performed service here several years ago. 
This is one of the many places in which our 
church conld be established, if it could be 
supplied with missionary aid. From Angel 
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cal visited, on the twenty-second, the con- 
ation at Buffalo, and admitted the reve- 
rend Deodatus Babcock to the holy order of 
priests, and confirmed four persons; the 
twenty-six th officiated at Batavia ; the twe'g 
ty-eighth at Geneseo: the twenty-ninth at 
Richmond, in the morning, and in the evening 
at Canandaigua, and confirmed seventeen 
rsons; the thirtieth at Geneva, and con- 
firmed thirty-seven; the first of September 
at Waterloo, and confirmed eighteen persons ; 
the second at Auburn, and confirmed forty- 
one; the fourth at Onondaga, and confirmed 
thirty-eight; and the fifth at Manlius, and 
confirmed eighteen, and admitted Phineas L. 
Whipple to the order of deacons. 

From the western district I proceeded to 
the northeastern section of the state, and 
oficiated at Turin, on the Black river, on 
Sunday, the ninth, and confirmed twenty five 
persons ; on Wednesday, the twelfth, I offi- 
ciated at Waddington, on the St. Lawrence, 
and confirmed seven persons. This congre- 
gregation has been for some time destitute of 
the services of a clergyman, but has been 
kept together by the judicious services of a 
lay reader. The next day, the thirteenth, I 
officiated at Ogdensburg, where a handsome 
stone edifice, for publick worship, is in con- 
siderable forwaydness; and the evening of 
the fourteenth at Sackett’s Harbour. On 
the morning of Sunday, the sixteenth, I offi- 
ciated at the Holland patent, in the town of 
Trenton, where there is a smal! congregation, 
whose exertions are @eserving of particular 
notice. They have raised and enclosed a 
building for worship, principally by the con- 
tributions of two individuals, in moderate 
circumstances; with both of whom I con- 
versed, and found them possessed of that 
knowledge of the church, and attachment to 
its principles, which induced them to think 
no exertions too great to obtain its invaluable 
services. This congregation has enjoyed 
but seldom the ministrations of a clergyman. 
In the afternoon of the same day | performed 
divine service in the village of Oldenbarne- 
veld ; on the eighteenth | officinted at Johns- 
town, and instituted the reverend Parker 
Adams rector of the charch, formerly of this 
diocese, who had removed to South Carolina, 
from whence he had recently returned; | 
also confirmed eight persons. On the follow- 
ing day I instituted the reverend Alexis P. 
Proal to the rectorship of the church at 
Schenectady,'to which place he had removed 
from Johnstown, and confirmed twenty-eight 

persons. On Sunday, the twenty-third, I 
officiated at Goshen.” Let 

Parochial reports were presented to the 
Convention from 57 congregations, as follows: 

Baptisme in 54 congregations 1319. 


‘Marriages in 46 do. 336. 
Funerals in 43 do. 1114. 
Communicants in 55 do. 5168. 
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To these numbers are to be added 239 
baptisms, 26 marriages, 75 funerals, and 375 
communicants, reported by the missionafies, 
making a total in the state of New York, as 
far as reported, of 1558 baptisms; 362 mar- 
riages, | 189 funerals, and 5543 communicants. 

From the report of the committee for pro- 
pagating the gospel, of which the bishop, by 
virtue of his office, is president, it appears 
that there.are thirteen missionaries employ- 
ed, eleven of whom receive a salary of one 
hundred and fifty doHars per annum. It is 
the duty of each missionary to make ean 
annual report of his labours to the bishop, 
and from the reports thus presentéd, «the 
bishop, as president of the committee, makes 
a condensed report to the convention We 
give the following extracts, not only to show 
the exertions made in the diocese of New 
York to build up the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
but also as an evidence of the great importance 
of missionary labours throughout our nation. 

The lamentable state of religion, owing to 
the divisions among Christians, and that even 
in the old and more thickly settled parts of 
the state, is very strikingly exhibited in the 
report of the reverend Samuel Fuller, mis- 
sionary in Albany and Greene counties. 
‘* Soon after my return from convention, last 
year,” says he, * proposals were made for 
my officiating at Rensselaerville the greater 
part of the time the ensuing year. It was 
thought that the situation of the church in 
this place rendered such a measure highly 
important. 

‘¢ When the church was built, principally 
at the expense of a few individuals, and under 
many discouraging circumstances, it was the 
expectation of the society to be furnished 
with the services of a clergyman the greater 
part of the time. But, owing to various cir- 
cumstances, which it is not now necessary to 
mention, it has been supplied, until] within the 
last year, but a little more than half the 
time. With well-estabfished episcopalians, . 
this circumstance could not have materially 
afiected the prosperity of the society. ut, 
it is to be remembered, that it was composed 
of people, who, until within a few years, were 
wholly unacquainted with the service of the 
church ; and a number of them, although 
they appeared to harbour no hostility to the 
church,. and joined in using the service, yet 
would not be unwilling to umite with a socie- 
ty of another denomination, provided there 
was a prospect of such society's becoming 
more numerous and more permanent than the 
church. . 

“In this part of the country many socteties 
of Christians are very fluctuating. Itisa 
serious difficulty with them to provide means 
io support iheir preachers. These societies 
have ne funds, and their preachers are sup- 
ported principally by subscription ; and it es 
difficult to find people sufficiently united in 





































































102 Relig. Lntell.~Missionary Institution’ at Basle. 


srhtiment to rtise a sum adequate to the sup- 
of a preacher of any one denomination. 

** Taking these considerations into view, it 
was the wish of the episcopalians, that the 
church might be opened every Sunday, or 
nearly so. 

> Being myself anxious for the. prosperity of 
that society, which, under the divine Head of 
the church, | was instrameotal of forming, 
and in some measure of preserving, { consent- 
ed to devote the greater part of my services 
to this church for one year, provided the 
measure should not be disapproved by your- 
self; and, 1 am happy to state, that the suc- 
cess of this arrangement has, in a good de- 
gree, answered the expectations of the friends 
of the measure. The coogregation has been 
respectable, and the worship bas been con- 
ducted with order and propriety. It is due 
to them to say, that, in no country church 
that I have visited, have | seen the worship 
conducted withmore decency and order. 

** Owing, in part, to an unsettled state of 
religious upinton, as it respects some indewidu- 
als who usually attend the church, there have 
ben few baptisms, and few addilions to the 
communion. But, should the society assume 
that stability which would present a reason- 
able prospect of its continuance and increase, 
there is reason to believe that some, who are 
now wavering, will come forward and receive 
baptisin for themselves and for their children, 
and wyil unite with the church in communioa 
at the Lord’s table.” 

(Te be continued.) 

Accovat of the missionary institution at 
Basle, extracted from the appendix to the 
report of the church missionary society, for 
the year 1419-20. 

in the year 1816, some Christians of Basle, 
struck with the immense disproportion be- 
tween the number of the people yet walking 
én daweness, and that of the owssionanes sent 
to them by Christ®&tn churcaes, resolved to 
establish a seminary, for the purpose of train- 
ing young evangelists ; and of thus furnishing 
to the different missionary societies, subjects 
qualified to undertake the office of ministers 
to the heathen, The new establishment was 
placed under the direction of a committee, 
consisting of respectable pastors and profes- 
sors; and Mr, Glumhardt, who was eminent- 
ly fitted for dificult post, was appointed 
inspector. The sominary, thus constituted, 


opened in the summer of 1816 with ten pupils, 


from eighteca to twenty-eight years of “ge; 
who possessed indeed but little learning, but 
appeared to be animated with a truly Chris- 
tian spirit, and a disposition tq surrender 
themselves without reserve to their arduous 
calling. 

In the daily instruction which these pupils 
received, their attention was particula 
directed to such objects as might establis 
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them in the faith, atthe same time that they Bf societ: 
were initiated in the knowledge of the lan. Bmore ; 
guages and sciences indispeosable in the yoca. Bpoard. 
tion which they had embraced. ‘Their rapid I frayec 
progress and their happy dispositions magj. 
ested that the biessing of God rested oy ff socep! 
the seminary, and filled its founders with joy Mi sciety 
and courage. Their zeal increased with their ff» So] 
thankfulness, when they perceived i how res Mthe div 
markable a inanner divine provigence pre. Miustide 
served and protected the seminary duriay the Bceived 
scarcity of 1816 and 1817; while the faith Matitutic 
and piety displayed by the pupils, under if 
circumstances which had well nigh caused th pup! 
ruin of the establishment, furnished them with I 
fresh cause to praise the Lord for his goods [were | 
it was at first intended that the studeny 
should remain three years at Basle; but their Miundert: 
devotedness to the cause in which they bed d « 
engaged, and the necessities of the ‘Variow [accord 
missions, caused their stay in the institutios Hitendan 
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to be shortened. The number of ten bad, [BSchlatt 
indeed, been soon reduced to seven ; one ha mi 
ing been compelled, on account of ill health Mpls wa 
to relinquish a career of which he would not a 
have been able to undergo the fatigue, and Mimore h 
two having entered the service of the Nether The 


lands missionary seciety before they could ithe dir 
finish a regular course of study at Basle. is f¥which 
the autumn of 1818, the remaining seven de-Mlong 
parted for their several destinations. Five 
of them joined their companions in the Nether Mibuilc 
lands, and two were engaged by the churchiiquisit 
missionary society. + heir nt 
In the spring of 1818, the directors of th of 
institution had entered into correspondenctfirite 
with the church missionary society, for theiPbc 
purpose of offering the services of such of ther 
pupils, as might be qualified by their prepare imear 
tory studies to act as missionaries in Britishi¥student 
India. This letter contained the most eofibuilding 
couraging view of the interest excited in GerBei of 
many and Switzerland in favour of missions 
It stated that there appeared, in those counffhay 
tries, an increasing readiness to take an acti 
part in diffusing the knowledge of Je 
Christ among the heaiben; but that the 
geographical and politica) situation prec 
ing any direct co-operation in the cause, 
other way seemed at present open to thet 
exertions, than that of preparing pious am 
able missionaries for the service of the go 
and of thus strengthening the hands of 
missionary societies already established i 
other countries. With ‘respeet to the fute 
prospects of the institution, it was intimate 
that twenty pious and hopeful young men h 
already solicited to be received as student 
whenever a new course Of instruction show 
be entered on ; and the directors, after es 
pressing a that the contributions of th 
German and Swiss brethren would ene 
theny to maintain eight of these at their 0 


expense, proposed to the church mission 
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society to authorize them to receive eight 
more; for each of whom the ma 
hoard, apparel, and instruction, conid be de- 
frayed at the moderate rate of twenty-five 
pounds. per annum. ‘Phese eals were 
sceepted on the part of the church missionary 
society. 

So propitious a commencement indicated 
the divine protection, and subsequent events 
justified all the hopes which had been con- 
ceived. ‘The relations established by the in- 

jtution With missionary societies, the in- 

sing opportunities of affording instruction 

to pupils, and the earnestness with which mis- 
joaries were called for among the heathen, 
were 80 many fuvourable circumstances 
ich concurred to animate the founders 
of the seminary to follow up their pious 
jertaking with redoubled vigour. A se- 
gond course of instruction, of three years, 
necordi® sly commenced, under the superin- 
tendance of Mr. Blumhardt, assisted by Mr. 
Schlatter of St. Gall, and by some p&stors 
aod ministers of Basle. ‘Fhe number of pu- 
pis was limited to twenty, of whom sixteen 
were admitted in the first instance, and three 

» have been sebsequently added. 

The pomber of siudents being doubled, 
directors were soon aware that the house 
hich they had hitherto occupied would no 
longer suffice for the increased wants of the 
t. They resolved, therefore, to 
another, which should afford the re- 
q space for fifty or sixty pupils in case 
heir number should be stiil further augment- 
of which there was every prospect. The 

ed and urgent cries of so many la- 
bourers in the beathen vineyard for help, 
de them fee] it their duty to use every 
of extending their operations. The 
students were accommodated in a large 
ding, assigned for their use by the coun- 
sch of Basle until a new edifice could be 
rected; and the difficulties which might 
have arisen from the want of adequate funds, 
ere most opperiunely removed by the 
tontributions of many, whose deep poverly 
muded unto the riches of their liberality. 

Considering the impoverished circumstan ves 

‘60 many inhabitants of our country,” writes 
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Me. Blumhardt to the secretary, ‘ the great- 


part of our friends have surpassed, by 

tir gifts of love, not only our most san- 
guine expectations, but even their own for- 
tunes ; and it. would steal away tears of joy 
om your eyes, to see the mites of widows 
nd day-labourers committed with the great- 
willingness to this holy cause.” 


OBITUARY. 


* Day after day prepares the funeral shroud ; 
‘Tie world is gray with age; the striking hour 
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“ Is buf an echo of death’s summons loud— 
“ The jatring of the dark grave’s prison 
door,” 

Death, in its multifarious destruction, rare- 
ly occurs under more aflecting circumstances, 
than in the subject of the present notice. 
‘The publick prints have informed our read- 
ers of tue sad disaster that occurred at Dur- 
ham, Connecticut, on Thursday, of the past 
week. Inthe act of passing a brook, exces- 
sively swollen by the lute storm, the bridge 
fell, and precipitated the mail stage into tie 
flood. Of# the three persons it contained, two 
perished, Mr. John Temple Palmer and cap- 
tain Prentiss, both of this town. 

Mr. Palmer was the eldest son of William 
L. Palmer, esquire, aud of Augusta, a daugh- 
ter of the late sir John ‘Jemple. He took 
leave of his friends here to embark at New 
¥ork on the twenty-fifth instant, with.a view 
to join his parents, and return with them, 
shortly, to this country. His fate is sur- 
reunded with darkness, and with melan- 
choly, even to those by whom he was un- 
known. To be drowned in a stream so smaii 
as to be almost nameless, and in a manner 
beyond human foresight, and almust beyond 
conception, excites odr f®lings, whoever 
may be the subject. But, inthis case, other 
circumstances heighten the gloomy interest. 
He wus at an age when the hopes. of his 
friends were to be realized. His life, thus 
far, had been a continued scene of arduous 
preparation—how arduons, may be inferred 
from the fact, that, at the age of twenty- 
two, be had attained an unusual Knowledge 
of the Greek, ineluding the Romaick, and the 
Latin ; and of the French and German lan- 
guages. Besides the authors in these, he had 
read many of the hest works of italy and 
Spain, in their original languages. 

In disposition, he was averse, partly from 
diffidence and modesty, to much intercourse 
with the world. But for his friends his regard 
was ardent. Having obtained his education 
in early life, under the care of the reverend 
Dr. Gardiner, of this place, whom he was 
ever pleased to compare with the most cen- 
spicuous men of Eurepe, he spent more thaa 
eight years at Eton, in Germany, and Italy, 
aod returned ta read the Jaw in bis aative 
country. He pursued his studies with his 
respected relative, Mr. Ewniet, of New York, 
and at our university. He had been two 
years absent from parents, and brothers, and 
sisters, for whom his attachment was bound- 
less; and, wader the buoying expectation of 
joining their circle im France, death, in an 
unexpected and horrifick form, dashes from 
him these pleasing hopes. Instead of greet- 
ing parents, the cold arms. of death emer 
brace him. ‘The ship that would have borne 
him to them, carries the intelligence of bis. 
sudden decease. 

‘The death of a young gentleman of Mr. 
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Palmer’s age is apt soon to be forgotten, ex- 
cept by his suffering friends. He has, gene- 
pally, been employed in his study, or in some 
yoimportant preparatory occupation. He 
has produced Jittle for the publick; and 
nothing remains long to recall his memory. 
The history of one is that of a!l: 
Pulveris exiqui sparget non longa vetustas 
Congeriem, bustumque cadet, mortisque pe- 
ribunt 
Argumenta tue, 

The melancholy duty devolved upon him, 
who could alone divulge the author’s nan.e, 
to inform those who have, on the pages of 
the Gospel Advocate, enjoyed, it is believed, 
the only pleasing translation of the Messias, 
that to Mr. Palmer they are indebted for this 
pleasure. Under a hope, perhaps coloured 
by regard for Mr. Palmer, that his memo- 
ry will, by this means, avoid the common 
fate, and be cherished with pleasing associa- 
tions, bis friend assumed the responsibility 
of making this disclosure. He that would 
criticise should bear in inind, that the pieces 
are anonymous, and wilhout ostentation or 
parade. A poet only, acquainted with the 
original, should be that critick. 

May that Messias, whose benignity and 
whose suflerings are so winningly portrayed, 
by Mr. Palaeer, in our native tongue, receive 
him to that bliss, which even poetick {eeling 
cannot conceive. 

CONSECRATION, AND OBITUARY NOTICE. 

On Thursday morning, January 17, Trinity 
church, in Catharine, between Second and 
Third streets, in the district of Southwark, 
Philadelphia, was consecrated to the service 
of almighty God, by the right reverend bishop 
White, assifted by several of the episcopsl 
clergy of Philadelphia, and in the presence of 
a ¢rowded and respectable audience. The 
services of the occasion were solemn and in- 
terestiug, and the sermon, delivered by the 
severend Sdmuel H. Turner, highly appro- 
priate and impressive. 

It must be peculiarly gratifying to episco- 
palians, to see in this part of the city, a place 
of worship erected, in which the holy services 
of religion are to be celebrated, according to 
the usages of a church, venerable for her an- 
tiquity, and canspiuous for the elevated 
standmg which she has so long occupied 
among ber sister churches in Christendom. 
Present circumstances authorize the expecta- 
tion of success in the organization of an epis- 
copal congregation in this district, and in the 
consequent promotion of the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

‘The building is of brick, sixty-five feet long, 
and fifty-five feet wide. Although not an 
elegant edifice, it is perfectly neat, and well 
adapted to its intended use. The writer is 
infermed, that the erection of this church jis in 
ne inconsiderable degree owing to the exer- 
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tions and generosity of the late reverend Mp, 
Turner ; and he avails himself of the present 
opportunity, to pay to his memory that trib. 
ute of respect, which his piety, his philanthro. 
py, and his zeal in the exercise of his profes. 
sion, so justly merit. 

The late reverend Joseph Turner, was a 
native of Devonshire, in England, and born jp 
the year 1742. He came to America some 
considerable time before the revolutionary 
war. Being naturally of a serious and cop. 
templative turn of mind, and raised by the 
liberality of his uncle, Philip Hulbeart, es. 
quire, above the necessity of any professional 
exertions, he devoted a portion of his time tp 
theological studies, and soon after the intro. 
duction of the episcopate into America, ap. 
plied to bishop White, the first Peansylvany 
diocesan, for admission to holy orders. The 
uniform correctness of his conduct, and the 
unfeigned piety of his life, rendered bi® appi- 
cation successful, and he was accordingly cr 
dained a deacon in 1791, and a priest in the 
following year. He wascalled to the rector 
ship of St. Martin’s church, at Marcus Hook, 
which he retained about twenty-five yean, 
During a part of that time, he acted as a 
assistant minister in the Swedish episcopal 
church, under the superintendence of the 
reverend Nicholas Collin, p. p. Declining 
health, and fatigue, arising from the dis 
of his residence from his flock, obliged himte 
relinquish his charge, a few years before hiv 
decease. He died on the 26th of July, 182) 
after a short, but severe illness, which he sus 
tained with exemplary Christian resignation 
and fortitude, looking forward with eager- 
ness and holy hope to his emancipation from 
the fetters of mortality, and his admission to 
the promised joy of his Lord. He was bur- 
ed in the church-yard of St. Paul’s, of which 
church he and his family were members, and 
in which he frequently officiated. 

That this faithful and diligent disciple oi 
Christ should thus “ finish bis course with 
joy,” was the natural c uence of that 
simplicity and purity of conduct which adom 
ed his character. Unambitious of popul 
aj»lause, and regulating his deportment by th 
influence of that leading Christian virtue, h 
mility, he ‘* kept the noiseless tepor of 
way,” in the constant exercise of that faith 
practice, which he so earnestly recommend 
to others. Confiding in the sacred assurance 
that “*he who winneth souls is wise,” 
that “* they who turn many to righteousne 
shall shine as the stars for ever,” in conformi 
to the example of his divine Master, ** he weal 
about doing good.” As a citizen, he di 
charged all the relative duties, both publict 
and domestick, with the strictest integrity a0 
the tenderest attention, invariably exemphiff 
ing the character given by our blessed Saviou' 
of a pious Jew—** behold an Israelite indett 
in whom is ao guile 





